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To ihe Readers. 

As you have learned far enough to begin 
this new book, your teachers hope, that by this 
time, you have found what pleasant work read- 
Wing is. Now you may be sure, that it will 
j2rt)ecome more and more pleasant, as you go on. 
If you learn what you do learn, thoroughly, 
ujevery new book will seem easier than the one 
read before it. 

You now begin to know many words and 



^sentences of the English language — ^that lan- 

iuauacre in which such a number of books is 

^'Vritten, fit to make men wise. But do you 

^"understand what you read ? It is of no use to 

Qknow that dog^ in English, means the same 

thing as kukur in Bengalee, if you do not 

know what that thing is — whether it is a dog, 

a2 
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a bird, a cow, or a^ stool. A man who knows 
two languages, is something Uke a man with 
two tongues ; but still, if he do not think, he is 
like a man without brain ; and to such a man, 
what use would a dozen tongues be ? You, then, 
should mind this, and think what things the 
words mean: if not, you will become parrots, 
chattering without thinking, instead of wise 
men, such as your masters wish to see you. 
Never think your lesson done^ until you under- 
stand every word and every sentence. 

In this book you will find many lessons 
which we hope will please you, and at the same 
time make you wise. Some, such as the Fables 
of the Monkey and the Cats, and the Fox and 
the Stork, will make you laugh. Others will tell 
you things about this great earth, on which we-^ . 
live, so wonderful, that to know them is well 
worth the trouble of learning to read. But there . 
are some lessons which are too grave for you to" 
laugh at, and about things, too plain for you to ^^ 
wonder at. Yet thcBe will be so useful, in teach-..- 
ing you the way to be loved and honoured of'/ 
men, and accepted of God, that they should 
have the most attention of aU. A wicked man is 
not loved, or honoured, though he have much. ^ 
learning:. Of this last sort of lessons are the 
hymns, which were written by Doctor Watts. 
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He was a man learned enough to (jeadi ofter 
men, and yet he loired children so muefa^ that 
he laboured very hard to write what Ihoy could 
read, and understand. !f his hynms shduU seem 
a little harder than the other lessons^ ypu nmsit 
think of this, and* work harder, for these hymns 
are worth being learned, and remembered. 

You must abo come to school e^ery day. : not 
stay away, as some do, because theiy aiie a little 
sick, or a httie^^dle. The boy that eee% 
wishes to learn, wiH be seldom ahsent, or \Bie ; 
pnd, partly, by this very mark, your master 
knows the good boy from the bad bpy* Ranem^ 
ber this, 



The Idle Boy. 

1. Tliere was a Utde boy, who was not higher 
than the table, and his fiather sent him to 
school. 

2. It Was a very pleasant morning ; the sun 
shone, and the bir<k chirped on the trees. 

3. Now this little boy did not love his book 
much, for he was but a silly little boy^ 

4. If he had been a big boy, I suppose he 
would have been wiser ; but he had a great mind 
to play instead of going to school. 



I 



6. And he saw a bee flying about, from flowet 
to flower ; so he said, " Pretty bee, will you come 
und play with ^le ?" 

6. But the bee said, << No, I must not be idle, 
I must go and gather honey." 

7. Then the idle boy met a dog ; and he said, 
" Dog, will you play with me ?" 

8. But die dog said, *^ No, I must not be idle, 
I am going to watch my master's house. I must 
make haste, for fear bad men may get in." 

9. Tlien the Uttle boy saw a bird pulling 
out some straw fix>m the thatdi of b house, 
and he said, ^^Bird, will you coni« and j^y 
with me ?" 

10. But the bird said, << No, I must not be 
idtey I must get some straw to build my nest 
with, and some moss and some wool." So the 
bird flew away. 

11. Then the Uttle boy thought to him^elf, 
What, is no one idle ? then little boys must not 
be idle neither. 

' 12. So he made haste, and went to school and 
learned his lesson very well, and the master said 
he was a very good boy. 
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The Ship. 
Samuel and James. 

S. Shall we go to the water-side ?. 

J. Yes, if you like. 

S. What is that large wooden house called ? 

/• H is a ship : it does not always stop there ; 
it goes about from place to place on the 
water. 

S. Can it walk on the water? 

/. No. Those white cloths are called sails, 
the sailors spread them out, and when the wind 
blows, the ship moves. 

S. And can people live in the ship ? 

J. Yes ; it has rooms at one enAf as a house 
has, called cabins ; and in the middle of the ship 
they put the goods they want to carry from one 
place to another. 'JThat piece of woollen cloth 
Came from a long way off, in a ship. 



TTiunder and Lightning. 

]i Th^r6 has not been any rain for a gr^at 
whilei The ground is very dry and hard. The 
grass and the plants are scorched by the sun. 



2. The sun docs not shine now : but it is very 
hot. It is quite sultry. There is no wind at all. 
The leaves on the trees do not move. 

S. The sky looks very bladk ; and how dark 
it is! Ha! what a , bright hght shone through 
the room ! Now it is gone. It did not last long. 
AVhat was it ? It was lightning. 

4. Now it lightens again. What a noise there 
is in the air, just over our heads I That is thun- 
der. How loud thunder is ! It begins to 
rain. O what large drops! Now it rains very 
fast. 

5. Sometimes it happens that the Hghtning 
falls oil men or animals, and kills them. The 
thunder alarms us most, but it does not injure 
us. We see the lightning first, and a short 
time after we hear the thunder. 

6. In Hke manner, when a gun is fired at a 
distance from us, we see the flash some time 
before we hear the report. This is because light 
flies faster than sound. 



The Blind Boy. 

1* Look ! there is a Wind boy at the dck)r. 
Poor boy ! is he quite blind ? He is, and bristly 
as tbe ^un skives, he does not see it* 



2. What a sad thing it is to be as if there 
were no hght in the world ! 

3. If you wish to know how this poor boy feelf?, 
you must- shut yourself Up in a dark room, and 
then you will be just the same, while you are 
there, as he is always; 

4. How kind God is to us, to spare us our 
sight ! We can see the sun, the moon, and the 
stars. We can see the cows and sheep graze 
in the fields, ^nd the lambs skip and play. 

5. We can see the corn and grass, and the 
plants, and trees, bearing their blossoms, and 
fruits. We can see the birds soar in the air, or 
fly from tree to tree. 

6. We can see to rewA in books, and we can 
see many of those things of which we read and 
hear ; but this poor blind boy can see nothing. 

7. We can see our parents and friends, who 
love us and are, kind to us. Poor boy! let us 
be kind to him^ as it is such a sad thing to 
want sight. 



7%€ Man and the Goose. 

1 . A poor foolish man once had a goose which 
laid golden eggs; and this made him 83 proud 
a^ could be. 
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2. " Ccwne, come," said he, " I may liow 
hold up my head with the best of th^ all ; for 
in a short time I may have a coach to ride in, 
and make the dust fly before me^like smtoke. 

3. " But why did I say, in a short time ? How 
silly I am ! It is but to cut open the goosey 
and ihen I diall be as rich as a king at once." 

4. So he set about it, and ripped up the 
goose the saitie day : but this was very foolish ; 
for when the poor goose was dead^ she could not 
lay any more eggs.' 

5. Those who covet great riches are often too 
sharp for themselves, and so become poor. 



Birds; 
Jchn and HSnry. 

Jk What large bird is that^ pray ? 

H. It is called an adjutant. 

/. How very long its legs are ! and what a 
large bill ! — How does it live ? 

H. It lives upon fish, whidi it catches with 
its 4[>i)l. It lives also on dead animals. 

J. Will it hurt us if we go near it ? 

H* No, it is very tame, and is used to people 
passing very near it 



/. Does it always stay here ? ^ 
' H. No; in the rainy season it will join a 
great number of others, and ge away for some 
time; but it will come back when the rains 
are over. 

/. What is the name of tbat brown bird ? 

H. It is called a kite. 

/. How does it live ? 

H. Like the adjutant; but it does not catck 
fish, neither does it fly away from us at any 
season of the year. 
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Cleanliness. 

J. Your face is pot clean. Did you wash it 
to-day ? 

H. Yes, but I have been playing since. 

/. Look at your hands too, how dirty ! You 
will spoil your book. 

H. What shall I do thenf 

/• Go and wash your face and hands. 

H. I don't Uke to take so much pains. I 
have done it once to-day. 

/. O, for shame ! Then you are a dirty boy. 
No one will sit by you. 

H. Why ? what hann shall I do any one ? 
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/• What a silly boy ! Don't you know that 
no one loves a dirty boy ? Oh, it is so nice to 
have one's face, and hands, and books clean. 

//. Well, PU please you this time. 



The Thief. 
I. 

Why should I deprive my neighhour ' 
Of his goods against his will ? 

Hands were made for honest labour, 
Not to plunder nor ^ «teaL 

ir. 

Tis a foolish gelf-deceiTing 

By such tricks to hope for gain ; 

All that's ever got by thieving, 
Turns to sorrow, shame, and pain. 

ui. 

a 

llave not Eve and Adam taught us 
Their sad profit to'compute ? 

Xo what dismal state they brought us 
When they stole forbidden fruit ? 

IV. 

Oft we see a young beginner 
Practise little pilf'ring ways, 

Till grown up a hardened sinner, 
Then the gallows ends his days. 
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V. 



Theft will not be always hidden, 
Though we fancj none can spy 

When we take a thine forbidden, 
God beholds it with his eye. 



VI. 



Guard my heart, O God of heaven, 
Lest I covet what's not mine ; 

Lest I steal what is not given, 

Guard my heart and hands from sin. 



The Good Boy. 

1 . The good boy loves his parents very dearly. 
He always minds what they say to him, and tries 
to please them. If tliey desire him not to* do a 
thing, he does it not : if they desire him to do a 
thing, he does it. 

2. When they deny him what he wants, he 
does not grumble,^ or pout out his lips, or look 
angry : but he thinks that his parents know 
what is proper for him, better than he does, because 
they are wiser than he is. 

3. He loves his teachers, and all who tell him 
what is good. He hkes to read, and to learn 
something fresh every day. He hopes that if he 
lives to be a man, he shall know a great many 
things, and be very wise and good. 
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4. He is kind to his brothers and sisters, and 
all his little playmates. He never fights, nor quar- 
rels with them, nor calls them names. When he 
sees them do wrong, he is sorry, and tries to 
persuade them to do better. 

5. He does not speak rudely to any body. If 
he sees any persons who are lame, or crooked, or 
very old, he does not laugh at them, or mock 
them ; but he is glad when he can do them any 
service. 

6. He is kind even to dumb creatures, for he 
knows that though they cannot speak, they can 
feel as well as we. Even those creatures which 
he does not think pretty, he takes care not to 
hurt. 

7. He never talces any thing that does not be- 
long to him, or meddles with it, without leave. 

8. He never tells a he. If he has done any 
mischief, he owns it, and says, he is very sorry 
and will try to do so no more; and no one can be 
angry with him. 



The Ass. 



1 . The ass has hoofs, and very long ears. He 
brays very loud. The horse is afraid when the 
Hss brays, and starts back ; biit the ass is very 
meek, and never hurts any thing. 
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2. The ass is not so big as a horse, and cannot 
gallop fast ; but he works very hard. Sometimes 
he carries little boys on his back, two or three at 
a time. 

3. He gets nothing for his dinner but a few 
prickly thistles, or some coarse grass ; but he is 
content, he does not complain. 

4. The ass gives milk, as well as the cow ; and 
the milk is very good for people that are sick, 
to make them well again. 

5. Some people say that asses are stupid and 
stubborn : but they know their master, and the 
place where he stops, and the roads which he 
passes; and when they are treated kindly, they 
behave well, and are fond of their masters. 



Brothers and Sisters. 

1. Love your brothers and sisters. Do not 
tease or vex them, or call them names; and 
never let your Uttle hands be raised to strike 
them. 

2. If they have any thing which you would 
Hke to have, do not be angry with them, or wish 
to take it from them. If you have any thing 
they Uke, share it with them. 

3. Your parents grieve when they see you 

tjuarrel ; they love you all, and they wish you to 

b2 



14 

lovd Ofie iaK)tiier9 wd to live in pe^t and 
harmony. 

4. Poo^e will not Bpeak of think weH of you, 
if you do not behave kindly to your parentis and 
to yoar itt'4>tli^rd ^d sisters. 

5. «WhDift," say they, " will peisOM love, or 
1)6 kind to, if they 4o n£A k>ve llieir own father 
and modifer. Who have dc»^ so tnueh for th^n ; 
and their own brothers and si^terd^ who have the 
same parents, and the sa^e home a& they have, 
and who are brought up with them ?" 



Injustice. 
John and Henry. 

J. Why do you cry ? 

H. George hias been beating me, 

/. How is that ? He is a ^od boy ; he does 
2iot beat me. What did yon to him ? 

H. I took his top. 

/. Did you ask him for it ? 

H. No, I would not do that ; I wanted it, and 
took it« 

/. When he saw you had it, tUd he ask you 
for it ? 

H. Yes ; and when I would not give it to 
him he took it from me, and beat me. 



15 

/. He should Bot have beaten you. But you 
havQ l^eQ a bad boy : you have deMie wrong. 

H. How have I done wrong ? I wanted the 
top, and I took it« 

. J. If I were to take your hook, or your hat, 
would you like it ? 

if. No ; these are mine^ and you ought not to 
take mff titiags. 

J, Ought you then to take George^s things ? 
Tbey are Ins^ and not yaiir& Ought you to do 
that to kiaxi, which you da not wish me to do to 
you? 



Night 

1. The glorious sun is set in the west; the 
night dews fall ; and the air, which was sultry, 
becomes cool. 

2. The flowers fold up their coloured leaves ; 
they fold themselves up, and hang their heads 
on the lender stalk. 

3. The chickens are gathered under the wing» 
of the hen, and are at rest ; the hen heraelf is 
at rest also. 

4. The little birds have ceased their war- 
Wngs ; they are asleep on the boughs,^ each one 
with its head behind its wing. 
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: 5. There is no murmur of bees around the hive, 
they have done their work, and he close in their 
waxen cells, 

6. The sheep rest upon their soft fleeces, and 
their loud bleating is no more heard amongst 
the hills. 

7. There is no sound of a number of voices, or 
of children at play, or of trampling of busy feet, 
or of people hurrying to and fro. 

8. The smith's hammer is not heard upon the 
anvil ; nor the harsh saw of the carpenter. 

9. All men are stretched on their quiet beds,, 
and the child sleeps upon the breast of its 
mother. 

10. Darkness is spread over the skies, and 
darkness is upon the ground ; every eye is shut, 
and every hand is still. 



^■•-"^■■.••P"*" 



Of Reading, , 

1. When you read, hold up your head, and 
stand still, with your face towards the person 
that hears you, 

2. Do not read in a hurry, but speak your 
words plainly and distinctly. 

3. Let the tone of your voice be the same in 
reading as it is in spe^ng. 
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4. Attend to what you are reading, and if you 
meet with a word you do not know, never guess 
at it, but spell it ; if you do not know it then, 
ask your teacher, who will direct you, 

5. Be fond of reading to your teacher, and 
thank him when he corrects you, for it is for 
your own good. 

6. Observe your stops, and never make any 
where the sense will admit of none. 

7. It is very common with many in reading 
to drop the voice at the close of the sentence, or 
end with a low tone, which is a great fault. 

8. Our grand object should be to learn our 
duty to Grod and man ; how to govern ourselves 
and be useful to others. 

9. In order to learn these duties well, you 
should read the best books, and read them with 
the greatest care, so as to understand what you 
read. 



The Farmer and his Sons. 

1 . A certain farmer was lying at the point of 
death, and being desirous that his two sons 
should pursue the same honest course of Ufe that 
he had done, he called them to his bedside, and 
thus spoke to them. 



18 

2. "My dearest cfailcben," said he, <'l have 
no estate to leave yoti but my farm and my vine- 
yard, of which I have made you joint heirs; and 
[ hope that you wiD have so much respect for 
me, when I am dead and gone, and so much 
regard to your own welfare, as not to part with 
what I shall leave you, upon any account. 

3. "All the treasure^ I am master of, Hes 
buried somewhere in my vineyard, within a foot 
of the surface: though it is not now in my 
power to go and show you the spot. 

4. " Farewell, then, my children ; be honest in 
all your dealings, and kind and loving to jeach 
other, as children ought to be; but be suite that 
you never forget my advice about the ferm and 
the vineyard." 

5. Soon after the old man was in his grave, 
his sons set about searching for his treasure, 
which they supposed to have been hidden m the 
ground. " When it is found," said, they, " we 
shall have enough and to spare, and may live 
like the sons of kings." 

6. So to work ihey both went, as briskly as 
could be; and though they missed the goHen 
treasure, which they thought to find, yet by their 
joint labour the vineyard was so well digged and 
turned up, that it yieUed a noble erop of fruit, 
which proved a treasure indeed. 
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7. This success had such a happy effect upon 
them, that it gave an entire turn to each of their 
tenqiflers, and made them lK>th industrious, though 
they had before been idle and slothful. 



Pride. 

James and Horatio. 

J. Did I not hear little Lewis cry last night ? 

H. Yes ; he wished to play with me. 

J. Why do you not let him fday with you ? 

H. Because he is such a little boy : I do not 
love to play wilii these little boys. 

/. What a great boy you are ! 

H. I am bigger and older than he. 

X And how much wiser and kinder ? can you 
read better ? 

IL But i am a bigger boy than he« 

/. And what are you the better, if you have 
not more sense, and are not kinder ? 

H. But the little boys ^ouid not wish to play 
with the great boys. 

/. When you w€re a litde boy, were you not 
glad if a great boy would jday witib you ? 

H. Yes, to be sure. 

/. Then why shouH you make Lewis cry, 
becaAi^ he wishes to play with you ? 
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T^lie Fox and the Stork. 

1. A fox, that wished to make sport of his 
neighbour, the stork, asked her to dinner. The 
dinner, a very thin kind of soup, was put in a 
broad shallow dish, so that the stork could only 
touch it with the tip of her bill. 

2. The fox, in tlie mean time, fared well, and 
often asked his guest, how she liked what was set 
before her. 

3. The stork, without seeming in the least vex- 
ed at this treatment, said she found the whole 
very good ; and at parting invited the fox so ear- 
nestly to come and dine with her, that he could 
not well refuse. 

4. However, when he went, great was his sor- 
row to see nothing served up except minced meat, 
which was put into jars with a neck so narrow, 
that he could only feast his eyes with a sight of 
what he was not able to tastci 

5. The stork, thrusting in her long bill, and 
helping herself, turned to Reynard, who was Uck- 
ing the outside of the dish where some sauce had 
been spilled, and said, with a smile, ^' I am glad 
that you are so hungry ; I hope you will make 
as hearty a dinner at my table as I did at yours." 

6. Reynard, at this, hung down his head, and 
blushed very much. " Nay, nay," said the stork, 



21 

^^ instead of being out of humour, you ought 
to reflect, that he who cannot take a jest should 
not make one." 



Quarrelling and Fighting. 
James and Henry. 

J. I heard a great noise just now. What was 
it ? Did I not hear your voice ? 

H. Yes; I was going to fight with George; 
but master came in. 

/. To fight ? What for ? 

ff^ He called me a bad name^ and I did not 
like it, 

/, Well, but why should you fight ? 

H. I then called him a bad name, ai4d he gave 
me a blow ; and I would not take that, so I told 
him that I would fight with him. 

/. Then you would have been Uke two kites, 
who fight over ^ boAe ! 

H. What ! do you think I would take a blow 
of him? 

/. If you had,, what then ? Ought you not to 
l9ve others? But you could have told him to 
leave off", or you would tell your master, 

fft Put I would not. When he struck pae^ do 



youi think I woukl iK>t beat him myaetf ? I vrould 
kill biin if I couk}. 

/• You look as though you would indeed^ 
But do you think this would be right ? 

H. I don't care foF that. - Do you think I will 
let him call me names ? 

/. Then beeaiKie he called you one bad name, 
you would kill him ? This is your fine spirit ! 

H. He ought not to call me names. 

/• Tree. But did I not hear you call little 
Charles a bad name last night ? Did he want to^ 
kiB you ? 

H. He, a Uttle thing ? I could knock him down* 
at one blow, 

/. So then, you may call ill names because 
you are a great boy ; but a Uttle boy must not. 
Suppose I were to beat you for cafling me ill 
names ; would you like it ? I am bigger than you ; 
I could beat you black and blue* 

H. No. I should not like that, indeed. 

/. Then do not wish to fight any more. Do 
you know what God says about such things ? 

H. No. 

/. God says, that to be thus angry with any 
one is rea! murder. ^ 

H. I did not know that; I thought it was 
bold ? I will not fight with any one again. 



^ 



Against Idleness. . 
I. 

How doth the little busy bee, 
If&prote each shining hour, 

And gather honey all the day 
f rcou ^l^fsry (filing flower ! 

H6W i^kiUViUy ishe builds her cell \ 
How neat she spreads the wxixi 

And labours hard to storfe it well 
With the sweet food she makes. 

III. 

In works 'of labour, or of skill, 

I would be busy too ; 
For Satan finds some mischief still 

Fttf idle hands to do. 

IV. 

In books, or^drk, or healthful play, 
LW tty -first yeatt be past, 

Thftt I may give, for ^tiairy ^y, 
^me good account at last. 



Thj^ Lion and the Mouse. 

1. A noble Ik^, fiiint with heat, and weary 
with hard hunting, lay down to refresh himself 
v/ith a nap in the entrance of a very iarge cave. . 
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% While he was asleep, a number of mice ran 
over his back, and waked him. 

3. Upon this, starting up in a rage, and clap- 
ping his paw upon one of them, " You little 
scrambling rogue,'' said he, "why are you so 
bold as to disturb my rest ?" 

4. " Indeed, sir," said the Uttle creature, " I 
meant no harm. Besides, sir, you see I am a 
mouse ; and it would be a great disgrace to such 
a noble beast, as the monarch of the forest, to hurt 
such a little thing as I am." 

5. The Hon could not help laughing at the 
mouse's excuse ; but ajs he thought there was 
some reason in what he said, he was content to 
let him go. 

6. Not long after, as the same lion was roam- 
ing over the forest in search of prey, he had the 
ill liick to run into a strong net, which had 
been set for him by the hunters ; and not being 
able to get out of it, down he fell, and uttered a 
fearful roar that made the ground treinble under 
him. 

7. The poor mouse, knowing the voice, ran 
as fast as he could to see what was the mattef. 

8. When he came to the spot, and beheld the 
lion foaming at the mouth with rage, " Come, 
noble sir," said he, " let me beg of you not to dis- 
turb yourself ; but he still a minute or two ; the 
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poor little scrambling moose will set you free, or 
die for it !'^ 

9. The mouse was as good as his word, for 
to work he went in an instant, and with bis sharp 
little teeth gnawed in two the knots and meshes 
of the net, and left the noble Hon to go where he 
pleased. 

10« We may learn from this fable, tliat there 
is no person so little, but that the greatest may, 
at some time or other, stand in need of his 
help. 



Cows and Sheep. 

1- See the cows are coming from the pasture 
to be milked. 

2. Milk is good for children. Cheese is made 
from milk, and butter from cream. 

3. The flesh of the cow is cafled beef. The 
fat is made into candles. 

4. Of the skin or hide, shoes and boots are 
made. The hair is mixed with mortar. 

5. The horn is made into many curious things ; 
such as combs, boxes, handles for knives, drinking 
cups, and lights for lanterns. 

6. The young of the cow is called a calf. Its 
flesh is ved. 

c2 
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7. Sheep are also very usefiil creatures. They 
supply us with wool ; their flesh is mutton. Sheep 
are covered with wooK 

8. Their wool is made into cloth, flannel, and 
stockings 

9. The skin is leather; which is useful for 
many things. The male is called a ram; the 
female an ewe ; and the young ones are called 
lambs. 



Cruelty to Insects. 
John and Henry. 

J. What have you there ? 

H. A fine large moth, which I have just 
caught. See how fine its wings look ! 

/. But what have you done to it ? One of its 
wings seems torn. 

H. That was done in catching it : I took hold 
of its wing, and part of it came off*. 

/. And do you think it felt no pain then? 
What will you do with it ? 

H. What ? kill it after I have played with it. 

/. You are a cruel boy. How can you serve 
a poor insect so ? 

H. Why ? what harm is it ? I have seen Guy 
thrust a pin through a bird's wing. 
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J. What a crael wretch ! Does he think birds 
feel no pain ? 

H. I don't know indeed. 

/• If I were to thrust a pin through your 
hand, or break your leg, would you not feel pain ? 

H. Oh, how I should cry out ! 

J. And does not a poor bird or an insect cry 
out when you serve it thus ? 

H. Yes ; .but then we say, they sing. 

/. This is worse. If I were to say you sing 
when you roar out with pain, would you like it ? 

H. No, indeed ; I should be very angry with 
you. 

J. Then why serve a poor bird or an insect 
thus ? They can feel as well as you. 



On Anger. 

1. Before you give way to anger, try to find 
a reason for not being angry. 

2. To be angry, is to punish yourself for the 
faults of others. 

3. If a word, dropped by chance from your 
friend, give you offence, avoid a hasty reply, and 
beware of telling the cause of your anger to those 
persons whom you meet When you are cool, it 
will vanish, and leave no traces behind it 
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4» Wrath kindles wrath: -make it a constant 
rule, therefore, never to speak a single word 
while you are angry, 

5. Never indulge revenge to your own hurt. 
The sharpest revenge is to despise the affront; 
it will then return on him who has given the 
offence, and torment him with the sting of re* 
morse. 

6, If those who hate you can put you to pain ; 
it will give them pleasure : on this account, do 
not expose your weak side to them, nor show 
them whither to direct a second blow. 



The Lion and the Bulls. 

1 . Four bulls, who were brothers, kept always 
near each other, and fed side by side. 

2. A Uon often saw them, and he would have 
been glad in his heart to make one of them, at 
least, his prey. 

3. But though he would have been more than 
a match for them, one by one, yet he was afraid 
to attack them in a body, and therefore was con- 
tent for the present to keep his distance. 

.4. At last, thinking it vain to hope to find 
them apart, while their love lasted, he strove, 
by hints and whispers, to make them iealQ^8 
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6f each otiiet, and so raise a quarrel amon<; 
them. 

5. This scheme turned out so well; that the 
bulls first began to grow cool and shy, and then 
to hate each other ; and at last they parted in 
earnest, and kept as far out of each other's sight 
as they could. 

6. But they soon had cause to repent of their 
folly ; for the lion, finding that they no longer fed 
in a body, fell upon them one by one, and made 
a prey of each with the greatest ease. 
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Lying* 

John dnd Henry. 

J. Where were you just npw, Henry, when I 
Went to call you ? 

H. I will tell you} I was iii the 3rard at play. 

/. And yet yott told master that you had not 
been there^ 

^. If I had told him I was there, he would 
have been angry, for he had told me not to go 
there^ 

/. Then you told a lie to hide yoiir fault ? 

H. i do not know what you mean. What is 
it to tell a lie ? 

J. To tell a lie is, to say you have done a 
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thing when you have not ; or that y<m have not 
done a thing when you have done it 

H. And is this wrong ? I hear others do this. 

/• If all the world do this, it is wrong. 

H. But no one knows it : how then can it be 
wrong ? 

/. No one ! Does not God know it ? 

H. Yes ; but will God punish Uars P 

/. He will, to be sure ; for he loves those who? 
are good; and he will .punish those who do what 
is bad. 



Unkindn4ss. 
John and Henrys 

J. You do not look pleased. Where have jrou 
been ? 

H. I have been to play, but Charles came and 
said I should not play there. 

/. Why ? Did you say any thing to him ? 

H. Not a v^ord. But a great boy will never 
let me play if he can help it. 

/. Why don't you give him good words, and 
ask him to let you play ? 

^. I do: but he then calls me some bad 
names. He never speaks a kind word to me^ 

/. Why does he treat you so ? 
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H. He is fbiir years older than I, and says, 
" Go, you little thing : who* cares for you ?'* 

/• Do you not tliink this is wrong ? 

H. Yes. It makes me cry every day. 

/; And did not you make Lewis cry last week, 
when he wanted to play with you ? 

Hi He! he is but a ehild. 

/. Is dot Charles as much older than ydu as 
you are older than Lewis ? 

H. Yes. 

/. And you do not like him, he is so rude and 
so unikind ? 

Hi N(5ne of the b6ys like him: they all say 
they shall be glad wheii he is gone. 

/. Then don't you act Uke him* Be kind to 
the httle boys, and give good words to all ; then 
all will love you^ 
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The Thief s End. 

1 i To steal is a sin ; for he who steals, breaks 
the law of God. It is a great sin to take that 
which is not our own ; and they who commit 
such bad deeds often suffer for them. 

2. I have read of a boy who stole a horn-book 
from school ; and when he took it home, and 
told his aunt, she did not whip him for his fault. 
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5. Nor did 8he mk^ Mm take it back td 
school, a$ she ought to bsiv6 done; but said 
with a kind of smile, ** You should not have 
done so," and took tio more iioiice of ii# 

4. It is clear that tto boy did net mind what 
his aunt had said : for the first time he saw a 
thing that he wished to have, he stole it ; jand so 
he went on from time to time, till, at last, h^ 
was hanged. 

5i Before he was thrown otf the stage, with 
the hdter round his neck, he said be should like 
to speak to his aunt, who was sefit to him ; and 
as soon as she got upon the €^age, he put his 
head close to hers to speak to her^ as the people 
who were there thought. 

6. But this was fell a trick ; fbt m soon as he 
had put his mouth to the right side of her headi 
he bit off part of her ear. 

7. " Now," said he, " take that for your neg- 
lect of me, when I was young? You are the 
caiise of my death ; for if you had beaten me 
well, when I stole the horn-book from school, I 
should not have come to an end so full of pain 
and shame P* 
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Idleness. 
Henry and John. 

H. Come, let us talk. What a strange boy 
you are, you will never talk in school ! 

/. I ought not. We come to school to learn, 
not to talk. 

H. But we may talk a Uttle. I don't love to 
pore into my book all the day. 

/. I know you do not. But do you know 
what a dunce you are ? Little Charles, who has 
been here but three months, is above you. 

H. I don't care, I will talk and play. I do not 
wish to learn. 

/. Don't you wish to be a man by and by ? 

ff. If I don't learn, still I shall be a man in 
a few years. 

/. What kind of man f A great dunce, that 
can't read ! How other men will laugh at you ! 

H. I don't care for that. I will talk and 
play. 

/. Well, go on and be a dunce. I wiD mind 
my book, and please my master and my father. 
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Tlie Sluggard. 
I. 

^Tis the Toice of a sluggard ; I heard him complain, 
^' You have wak*d me too soon, I must slumber again ;' 
As the door on its hinges, so he on his bed, 
Turns his sides, and his shoulders, and his heavy head* 

II. 

" A: little more sleep and a little more slumber," 

Thus he wastes half his days, and his hours without number ; 

And when he gets up he sits folding his hands, 

Or walks about saunt'ring, or trifling he stands* 

III. 

I pass'd bj his garden, and saw the wild brier, 
The thorn and the thistle grow broader and higher ; 
The clothes that hang on him are turning to rags ; 
And bis money still wastes, till he starves or he begs* 

IV. 

I made him a visit, still hoping to find 
He had taken more care for improving his mind ; 
He told me his dreams, talk'd of eating and drinking: 
But he scarce reads his Bible, and never loves thinking. 

Sai4 J then to my heart, " Here's a lesson for me ;" 
That man's but a picture of what I might be : 
But thanks to my friends, for their care in my breeding. 
Who taught me betimes to love working and reading. 
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Tlie Boy and the Looking-glass. 

1. A little boy, when his father and mother 
were from home, was playing at ball in a room 
where there was a looking-glass. 

2. Before he began to play, he had turned the 
back of the looking-glass towards him, for fear he 
should break the glass. It would have been bet- 
ter, if he had gone out of doors to play at ball. 

3. As he was not a careless boy, I wonder he 
was not afraid of breaking the windows, as well 
as the looking-glass: but I suppose he did not 
think of that. 

4. Whilst he was playing, and, perhaps, not 
thinking at all about the looking-glass, his ball 
struck Uie wooden back, and broke the glass. 

5. When he saw the mischief he had done, 
he was very sorry ; and I believe he was afraid 
his father and mother would be displeased with 
him. 

6. When his parents came home, he went to 
his father, and said : " Father, I have broken the 
best looking-glass in the house ! and I am very 
sorry for it." 

7. His father looked kindly at him, and said 
" I would rather that all the looking-glasses in 
my house should be broken, than that one of my 
children should tell an untruth." 
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8. The little boy hearing his father say this, 
and seeing that he was not angry, felt comforted ; 
though, I suppose, he wished v:ery much that he 
had not broken the looking-glass. 

6. After that time, when he met with an ac* 
cident, he confessed it ; and would not, on any 
account, tell an untruth. 



Duties of Children to their Parents. 

1. liOve your father and mother. They love 
you very dearly ; and they have taken care of 
you ever since you were born. 

2. They loved you, and took care of you, 
even when you were poor little helpless babies 
that could not talk nor walk about, iior do 
scarcely any thing but cry, and give a great 
deal of trouble. 

3. Who is so kind to you as your parents are ? 
Who takes so much pains to instruct you ? Who 
taught you almost every thing ycHi know ? 

4. Who provides food for you, and dothes,^ 
and beds to sleep on at night? Who is so ^ad 
when you are pleaded^ and so sorry when you 
are troubled? 

5. When you are sick and in pain, who pities 
you, and tenderly waite upon ytrti^ itnd tturses 
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you? Who prays to God to give you healtli, 
and strength, and every good thing ? 

6. Obey your parents. They know better 
what is proper for you than you do; and they 
wish you to be goojl, and wise, and happy. 

7. If your parents are sick, or in trouble, do all 
you'can to comfort them. If they are poor, work 
very hard, that you may be able to assist them. 

Remember how much they have done and 
suffered for you. 



SULLENNESS. 

John and Henry. 

J. So then, Henry, I find you have lost your 
tongue to-day, 

H. Lost my tongue! What do you mean? 
What makes you say so ? 

/. When Edward spoke to you about his book, 
I saw that you said nothing for a long time, and 
at last shook your head. 

H. I did not wish to speak to him. I don't 
like him. 

/. But when Mr. B, spoke so kindly to you 
to-day, you made him no answer. Don't you 
hke him ? 

D 
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H. I like him very much, but I was afraid to 
ftpeak to him. 

/. What a strange boy you are ! In the school 
you wish to talk all day long, but when any one 
;^peaks to you, you have not a word to say. Do 
you know what people will say of you if you do 
not speak to them ? 

H. No. What can they say ? 

J. They will say that you are too proud to give 
an answer. 

H. How can they say this ? I am sure I am 
not proud. 

/. If they do not say you are proud, they will 
say you are stupid, and can't speak. 

H. This is worse. I can't bear to be thought 
stupid. 

J. Then learn to behave well. Speak to the 
least child when he speaks to you, and give a 
kind answer to all. Others will then think you 
love them, and will deem you a good boy. 



The Crow and the Jug. 

1 . A crow that was dry, tried to quench her 
thirst from a jug, which had some water in it ; 
but the neck was so long and narrow, that the 
poor bird could i^ot get her head in. 
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2. ^Well friend, so you want to keep the 
water," said she to the jug ; '' but I think I can 
tell what to do with you/' 

4. ^^ Let me see ; I will fill you with stones up 
to the brim ; ai^d then, I dare say, the water will 
rise to the top in spite of you.'' 

4. So she went to work, and in a short time 
the water, as she had said, rose so high, that she 
drank as much of it as she pleased. 

5. Clever people often -do that by care ami 
thought, which strength could not bring about. 



Theft. 

Henry and James. 

H, Look, what a pretty knife I have got ! 

/. It is a pretty one. Who gave it to you ? 

H. No one. I took it out of John's desk. 

/. What? you stole it? you are become a 
thief ? 

H. A thief! No. I did but take it out of his 
desk. 

/. Did he bid you take it ? 
B. No, IJe was not there. He does not 
know it. 
/. Then you have stolen it. 
H. Stolen it ! No, I have not* 
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J. Yes ; for you have taken a thing which is 
not your own. 

H. But is it wrong to take a thing if I want 
it? 

J. Yes, to be sure. Have you not read what 
God says : " Do not steal ?" 

H. Yes, I have heard that. 

/. And do you know for what the man was 
hanged last year ? 

H. No. 

/.It was for taking a bag of rupees put of a 
chest,' because he wanted them. 

H. Give me the knife. \ will put it into the 
desk again. I will not steal any more. 



The Cat. 



1 . The cat has sharp claws, which she draws 
back when ypu caress her; then her foot is as 
soft as velvet. 

2. Cats have less sense Aan dogs : their at- 
tachment is chiefly to the house ; less to the per- 
sons who inhabit it. 

3. Kittens have their eyes closed some days 
after their birth. The cat, after suckling her 
young some time, presents them with mice m^ 
young rats« 
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41 Cats fauBt by dieir eyes ; liiey lie in wait 
end spiing upon their prey, idiich they catch by 
fiurprise ; then they sport witih, and torment the 
poor animals till they kill tbran« 

5. Cats .see best in the dark : in a strcmg lights 
the pupil of ^ the cat's eye is contracted to a mere 
line ; by ni^t it ^reads into a large circle. 

6. Cats hve in the house, btit are not subject 
to the owner ; they are self-willed and wayward. 

7. Cats love perfumes; tfaey dislike water, 
cold, and bad smells: they love to bask in the 
3un^ and lie on soft beds. 

8. The teeth of cats are better suited for tear- 
ing their prey than for chewing food. Cats will 
cru^ a mouse and swidlow it very speedily ; they 
swallow the for and bone ; we are tdid that it is 
wholesome for them to do so, as the flesh alone 
would be too noorishingi 

9. Cats eat grass as medicine : they are fond 
of fish, which they cannot cmtch. 



The Monkey and Cats^ 

t. A douple of hungry cats having stolen some 

cheese, they could not agree between themselves 

how to divide their booty; therefore they went 

to law, and a cunning monkey was to decide 

their cause* 

j>2 
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2. *^ Let us see," said the judge (with as irch 
a look as could be,) " aye, aye, this slice truly 
outweighs the other ;" and with that he bit off a 
large piece, in order, as he told them, to make 
a fair balance. 

3. The other scale was now become too 
heavy, which gave this upright judge a prejtenc^ 
to make free with a second mouthful. 

4. "Hold! hold!" cried the two cats^ "give 
each of tts our ^are of what is left, and we will 
be content." — "If yoii are content," said the 
monkey, "justice is not: the law, my firiends, 
must have its course." 

6. Upon this, he nibbled first one piece, and 
then the other, till the poor cats, seeing their 
cheese in a fair way to be all eaten up, most 
humbly begged him not to put himself to any 
farther trouble, but give them what still remained. 

6. " Ha ! ha ! ha ! not so fast, I beseech you, 
good ladies," said pug ; " we owe justice to 
ourselves as well as to you; and what remains 
is due to me as the lawyer." Upon this he 
crammed the whole into his mouth at once, and 
very gravely broke up the court. 
' 7. This fable teaches us, that it is better to 
put up with a trifling loss, than to run the risk 
of losing all we have, by going to law. 
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£n€OURAGj£M£^T. 

James and Henry. 

/. Yoti are not in writihg yet, are you ? 

H. No. 

/. But don't you wish to learn ? 

H. I don't care about it< What good Will 
Writing do me ? 

/. O you dunce ! You do not know how 
many fine things you could do, if you could 
write. 

H. Why! What could I do ? 

/. Ill tell you one thing you could do- You 
could write a pretty letter to your parents, and 
beg them to send a plum-cake. 

H. Ah! I should like that. Have you ever 
got a plum-cake by writing a letter ? 

/. O yes ! many times. The last time I wrote 
hotn^, my father was so pleased that^he sent me 
a plum-cake, a great heap of mangoes, and a 
fine penknife. 

H. Well, I will ask master to let me begin to 
write next week. 

J. Do, and Pll tell you how to hold your pen. 






hmocent Piayi 
I. 

Al)roa^ in the meadows to fiee the joung Iaml)S, 
ttun sporting ahotit by the side of their dams, 

With fleeces so clean and so white ; 
Or a nest of young doves in a large open cage, 
When they |»Iay all in IoV£, without anger or rage» 

How much we may learn from the sight ! 

u. 

If we had been duck$^ we mi^t dabble in mad^ 
,0r dogs, we might play till it ended in blood, — 

80 foul and so fierce are their natures ; 
But Thomas and William, and such pretty names, 
Should be cleanly, and harmless, as doves, or as lambs. 

Those lovelyj sweet, innocent creatures. 

lit. 

Not a thing that we do, nor a word that we sayj 
Should injure another in jesting or play, 

For he's stUl in earnest that's hurt : 
fiow rude are the boys that throw pebbles and mire t 
There's none but a madman will fling about fire, 

And tell you, " Tis all but in sport." 



Canientments 

Mr. L. was one morning riding alone, when, 
liismounting to gather a plant in the hedge, his 
lorse got loose and galloped off. He followed, 
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calling him by his name, which stopt him at first, 
but on his approach, he set off again. At lenglli 
a little boy in a neighbouring field, seeing the af- 
fair, ran across where the road made a turn, and 
getting before the horse, took him by the bridle, 
and held him till his owner came up. Mr. L. 
looked at the boy, and admired his cheerful rud- 
dy countenance. " Thank you, my good lad," 
said he, '^ you have caught my horse very clever* 
ly : what shall I give you for your trouble ?" (put- 
ting his hand in his pocket.) " I want nothing," 
replied the boy, civilly. 

Mr, L, Don't you ? so much the better for 
you : few nien would say as much. But pray, 
what were you doing in the field ? 

Boy. I was rooting out weeds, alkl tending tlie 
sheep that are feeding on, the turnips. 

Mr. L. And do you like this employment ? 

Bmj. Yes, very well, this fine weather. 

Mr. h. But had you not rather play ? 

Boy. This is not hard work ; it is almost as 
good as play. 

Mr. L. Who set you to work ? 

Boy. My father, sir. 

Mr. L. What is his name ? 

Boy. Thomas Hurdle. 

Mr. L. And what is yours ? 

Boy. Peter^ sir, 



46 

Mr. L. How old are you ? 

Boy. I shall be eight in June. 

Mr. L. How long have you been out in this 
field ? 

Boy. Since six in the morning. 

Mr. L. And are you not hungry ? 

Boy. Yes, I shall eat my dinner soon. 

Mr. L. If you had sixpence now, what would 
you do with it ? 

Boy. I don't know ; I never had so much in 
my life. 

Mr. L. Have you no playthings ? 

Boy. Playthings ! what are those ? 
. ilfr. L. Such as balls, nine-pins, marbles, and 
tops. 

Bmj. No, sir ; but our Tom makes foot-balls 
to kick in cold weather ; and I had a hoop, but 
it is broken. 

Mr. L. And do you want nothing else ? 

Boy. No, I have hardly time for those ; for I 
always ride the horses to the field, and bring up 
the cows, and run to the town on errands ! and 
that is as good as play, you know. 

Mr. L. Well ! But you would buy apples or 
sweetmeats at the town, I suppose, if you had 
money ? 

Boy. O ! I can get apples at home ; and as 
for sweetmeats, I don't mind them much, for my 
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mother gives me a pie now and then, and that is 
as good. 

Mr. L. Would you not like a knife to cut 
sticks ? 

Boy. I have one— here it is — ^brother Tom * 
gave it me. 

Mr, L. Your shoes are full of holes ; don^t 
you want a better pair ? 

Boy. I have a better pair for Sundays. 

Mr. L. But these let water ih. 

Boy. O ! I don't care for that ^: they let it out 
again. 

Mr. L. Your hat is torn too. 

Boy. I have a better at home, but I would ra- 
ther have none at all, for it hurts my head. 

Mr. L. What do you do when it rains ? 

Boy. If it rains hard, I get under the hedge 
till it is over. 

Mr. L. What do you do when you are hungry 
before it is time to go home ? 

Botj. I do as well as I can ; I work on and 
never think of it. 

Mr. L. Are you not dry sometimes in this hot 
weather ? 

Boy. Yes, but there is water enough. 

Mr. L. Well ! my boy, you seem to want no- 
tliing at all, so I shall not give you money to 
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make you want any thing. But were you ever 
at school ? 

Boy. No, Rir ; but father says I shall go after 
harvest. 

Mr. L. You will want books then ? 

Boy. Yes, the boys have a Spelling Book, and 
a Testament. 

Mr. L. Well, then, I will give you them — ^tell 
your daddy so, and that it is because I think you 
are a very good, contented, little boy. So now 
go to your sheep again. 

Boy. I will, sir ; thank you. 

Mr. L. Good bye, Peter. 

Boy. Good bye, sir. 



The Earth. 
(First Lesson.) 

Come hither, George. Why have you been 
absent from school so many weeks ? 

My father took me with him to Benares, and 
we did not return until last Tuesday. Benares 
is many, many miles away. 

You have truly pertbrmed a long journey. Did 
you not think you should reach the end of the 
earth ? 



The e*d of die learib l^-^o. I #1 ibt iMiA 
at all ahont it 

Wen, bat y€» Him tea ywm <M : ym A w toll 
Kwr begin to think. 

Yes ; my master teHs ine that Butllie eiMi «f 
the earth is not at Benar^. 

Bow do ycMi knew ? 

Because i remember when vp^ walked on th* 
jop of our koitse there, I could see ^Ht^ft iioasM 
^nd trees, a great way off, on e?efy >side : iieodes^ 
I saw a getMleman wlio bad just come from ikgra^ 
wiiidi must be many miles fuller irom Cokutta 
than we went, for he had been some tisme coming 
to Benares ; and I heard him tdl my father, that 
Benares is between Calcutta and Agra. 

Very well: theii BQnere9> though so far off, 
cannot be the end of the earth : but England ia 
much more distant from us than Benares. 

Ah ! I dar« say, it is there. 

■ 

Na : many places he: beyond England. 

Wheve can it be then ? It must be very faf 
off. Do tell me, if you know. 

Tb^i^e is no such tiling any where as the end 
of tbe earth. I was joking with you when I 
spoke of it. Where is the end of timt ball in 
your hand ? 

TjakendKiiiet ithas^neend. 

]^<kr haift tbe oftitiitaAy ^Md^ because it in a great 
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itSL If a % thereto walk on ybuir badi, it would 
not find an end, though it walked aH orer k ; but 
If tiM( fl)^ walkeA. 099 quite stwgbt, it would come 
again to the place from which it set out. Now 
HdfM: meU' ttavd a long way, Btraight fprward, 
instead of getting farther and fcrther off as they 
go on, they at last come again to the place from 
«rbi(^ thay set out. Many men faaye done this ; 
and so we know that the earth is round. The 
imtaklef or what is called the sur&Lce of the eaxth, 
is partfy land and partly wat^. You shaukl make 
haste and. learn Geography, which tells us all 
tbout Ihese curious things. 



The Earth. 

(Second Lesson.) 

You told me some lime ago, that the earth was 
a ball or globe^ and that peopSie had sailed round 
^ : wh^t i^ under ? What does the eardi stand 
upon ? 

There is nothing und^ but air and sky, just as 
we see aroun^s ^^^ over our heads. It does not 
^tand on ai^y things 

How can that be ; it would fall. 

You cannot yet well undei^tcm^ iK>w it ia, but 
^ win l^y tp ^ve you SQW UOtioo of it. If you 
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throw a( sidne as faf away as yov otatj itdodl^hot 
fail to the ground for Bome thne, and yet Aiare is 
nothing to support it. If it were ifaiown with A 
great deal more fcnree, it woald be a great deal 
longer in the air. Now the earth travels tfaroo^ 
the heavens something in the same way.' Wise 
men know that the earth continually rdlls around 
the sum, thotigh at a great distance from it. 

No : the sun rolls round the earth : we see il 
every day. 

You must not be positive. The sun appears 
to move round the earth, but wise men know 
better. 

If you ha.ve been in a carriligey when going 
twiftly, yoti will remember, that the houses ind 
trees which yod passed, seemed almost as if tM^ 
movM, and were passing you instead^ Now dus 
earth moves ten th<Misand times more ^ifUy &au 
any carriage^ and this may certainly be the re&D^ii 
why Ae sun seems to move, instead of the earfh. 
You nmst trust to people who are wiser than you 
Jbr the [H^esent, in thc^e matters : by aiid by you 
witt be able to see for yoursdf. You may imkJb 
notice, that the earth moves in two wajrs, Wke 
the wheel of a cart, or a baU rolling. If you \ocki 
you Witt see Aat die whe^ tnroA on ihi ajde^ and 
at the BSHQtie time, passes from one end of the 
street to the ot)ier. i 
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: liie eariji tone romid in 24 houtB, Aet is, in a 
dafmUi night it moires forwtod, quite around 
lU inem, in a litlle more than SS5 dajs, tot iB, in 
k feta. As die earAi turns rounds sometimes 
one pait is.toriraid the sun, and: sometimes ano^ 
ther . This is the cause of day and night AU 
ike lame Caloutta is next to the sun, it is day : 
when by <he eaitli's ibotion it is turhed awajT 
from the sun« it is niffht 



The Ea^th. 

(Third Lesson.) 

I hope you rettieitaber what I have ahready said 
about dse earth : that it is a ^obe, which mSd 
aibuml the sun. The suffioce d tkiaglbbe is 
partly knd^ and pardy ifraterv Mudh more ibuk 
hcdf is water, Whidi we cafl the sea or ocean&r 
Those who know most about the surface o( the 
earth diitride the feuod into four great parts, tiie 
names of which are Eurc^, Asia, Africa, ancl 
Am^rieiu Eligland is inthat part calted Eucope, 
which n Ihe dtnallest. Cdtentta is< in Asia, the 
largest As great seas lie between cbrtain parts 
l)f the iaad^ men have made ship^ in which they 
ioU fiom ene place to another, hi tiiese daps, 
they convey the goods, which are plentiful in one 



piitt of thi^. leardi, to oiii^r parts^ whfece mA 
goods d® ftdt groiv:, oir are jiot wa^Ae ; aad tlMei 
thejr extltos^ge ^diem ibt' monft^y or liiii^ whkh 
l»e uoefal in tiam o\m coiintry* HiQ Eoglidi 
iaam mare jAips ttuaa any other people on thil 
torth ! kdeed without some sUpK, th^ could »ot ' 
coB&e out of thfik own eoutitiryy becatase it is A 
pieoe of land m the midst of tiie sea. Such a 
piece, c^ iaiid is called an islandL 

By the word country ift meant & large piece of 
land, generafly eoiilainiilg many cities^ Ae 
iiig.plactt of a whole peo^ 



The EAxma. 
(Fourth Li^on.) 

iB0^ is pawite^ Mik mvmi fi^ffwrnt eplcHim 
whiol^ ina^j w nearlf 9^ jmsss^, . tbp veftoii9 
di¥iaiOtt« qf tbe s^ Wtiv '^e p^ rejwresQPBil^* 
ing ^»ter is «ft ^rf tM Mpte <919)qw» Iw* tto 
land is ire4 feHifb 9q4. ffrp^j ^Imf9^ otefuilr 

how mM^: 4^>ijMlri«f( ^9^ 

^beiie 4h0yJi»9 ^h^^l^ q^ tp <Piir own 0r far 

di^ant^ 

0» tiie-iflobe we m«f s^ tjiftt i^ gr^At^rips^ 

<if the lan4 cp^te ^i two Vf&ry Ip^ge fii^^^or 

K 2 
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conHnmft^l Wle ciali ooiey ^e M^ the otber, the 
WW coailhi^iit ; Aot because the Ipitlar is otewly 
made, for the whole earth was creafeMi at oace^ 
aa jua majr read in the aecdad part of dua 
book; tot b^cHBse the dd, ot oar contiaient 
IMS people^ firirt) and the inhabitaats of it did not 
know, until lately, that aome of tlieir nundier^ 
bavkig left them, were living and multiptying 
in another. Great seas flow between the two 
coBtineiits, which for a long time men did not 
wmtiire Jo ^loss, 90 that in neither waj3 any thing 
known of the other, jantil a very bold and wise 
man, named Columbus, sailed over, a little more 
than 300 years ago, and found out the new 
continent, now called AJnerica: 

The old contuient is inhabited by many more 
people than the new ; and it contains three of 
Ike fottr grettt parts, into which the whole of the 
land is divided by men in their booiqs. Eadi 
of these foar qwxtten^ as tbey we caBed, nma^y, 
£urope, Asia, Africa, Mtd America, is again 
divided into ^nnafler portions, such as coitntries 
•iid kingdon^ ; the names of inost of wfaoch are 
wnttea <hi the ktde divii»<Mis of the globe. 

The garter ealled A^a, in which we are 
now Uving, was the dweUing place of the first 
4Enaii and wfnnan ; but in time their children 
'^More spi^ad over most of the earth. Besides the 



9A 

f 

two continents, there are many smaller portiodid 
of land, scattered in the. midst of the water, 
named islands, such Ss ihe country of the English, 
and Ceylon, which ytm ci^ Lank&. 

But ih^ globe is so small, ^t leiw of the cities 
and towjis cim be written on it; none iodeftd, 
excf^ tbe very Ifurgest Yet as we. may often 
wish to find a town which beiu^ smatt is not 
set down, separate jpictMes are made of eitdi 
covnlry as it appears on the globe. These m^ 
cafled mops ; and they are ao latge, m to coAtain 
aH places of any note. It misst howei^ be «tp- 
WAys kept in mind, that these are piet«if£is of thd 
model, not of the real earth. 

If you seiiroh on a map, ycta wiU ind Calcutta 
marked 1^ a v^ smaU circle, placed near a 
black, crooked line, represQOting the river Hoo^ 
}y ; iomI £nglandt pwl ijf an island in the ooeaii 
called the Adantic. But this is all: you vaaA 
not expect to Jnd trees, bouses, or men ; and yet 
nothing is fnore usefid to persons when ta^avel^ 
ling on Ihe land, or sailiixg on the water, or stay^ 
iBg qaietly at home and reading accounts of 
.voyagw and trav^ds, thaa to consult a ^ohe or a 
map. 
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Educdiiofi'. 

Near one of '^ biadgee ticMMs the l^soAietfi^ 
k lioodbn^ imiy h& daitf eaen, a ea^ albout 
:$0re ifiaet tEquare, in which Ar6 livitig ^c^e^Aer, a 
wt, *& ddttea^ ^a rat, two mice^ a npsntom^ a 
hawk, a lAblaty h guiiiea-pig, an owl, a stftrhngf 
and a pigmm^ The weakest of tfauise does not 
fear &e strong^) nov doea die fttrongesl hurt ^6id 
weakadt; hot ^\ aiie friends and plcijr4ellow84 
"the r^Abit and (fce fMgeon, may be seen pla^^ 
Mfy ^xmt^ together for a lock of hair^ 1^ 
their nests, l^he spdorow, without feafopig tka 
dMfp white teeth of tim cat, or the hooked beak 
0f the owlf pe^bi0B sometimes cm^ the head oi^^cmef 
aatid eometimea on limt of the other : wfayii.ith6 
kitten playat merriiy with the mice aal tut, ne^ 
irer dreanpag thm (she W»e bom to eat thenu. 

Now jroa know weil, that it is the nataro 
of eats tie kitt JBtd- eat birdsf imce, m% rah« 
bilB, and guiAba^fngia, whidi kst are Jbda 
creatuniB smm^iHig like a ttiaft rabbi^ Hawki 
and iowb wiU dn ^die iaiiie« JBesd^ eati 
and hawks, and owls, will fight desperately 
with each other. If we were to catch all 
these animals, wild, and at once shut them up 
together, such a scene of fighting and bloody 
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would follow, that in a short time, ifew, if any 
could he left alive. It is not worth asking then, 
how so pretty a scene of kindness, as that men- 
tioned above, was made? The keeper of the 
cage will amwer iks. He says, all is owing to a 
prop^ educatioii. He took the little creatnrea 
when very young, aad acci»tomed them to see 
each other, sdways keeping them in good hu- 
mour, by keeping them weH fed. By Uttle and 
Kttla, they gained habits of peace and good 
temper, aiid at last came to enjoy each other's 
company. 

This was a kind of education, and you see 
niiBLt it hns dose. So it will be with yon, if yoa 
learn as aptly m the eat and birds. Your edu- 
cation wiU give you knowledge, but, we Hope, it 
will aJso give you the habit of working, (^ balHl 
of speaking the truth, the habit of forbeairtng to 
take what m not jfftufs. If these habits are not 
formed when you are young, it is to be feared 
you witt never get them. 

A chikl is like a twig, which you may bend 
any way eaisily : but ^ man. is more tike an oU 
tree, that yoti cannot bend at ail^ without great 
labour, perhaps not with it. A hay, thieving, 
l^ing child, generally makes a lazy, thieving^ 
Lying man. Pstze then your education, for it 
will give yoi&.good, instead of bad, habits. 
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On Knowledge. 

If you iiave seen many Engfeh watches, and 
knives, and ships, you must hare thought that 
they were very skilfully and wcmderfully made, 
and also, that those who made them, were much 
more clever than your friends afid countrymien^ 
Bengalees make some things very well, but 
scarcely any thing so weH, that it cannot be 
made better in England. This very book, is an 
instance of English skill. Look at the pap^ 
and the printing. How much better is it than a 
Bengalee book. Now what is ^ reason that 
Englishmen possess so much more skiU than Ben-^ 
galees ? It id not becai^e they are white ; for a 
black boy can learn, if 1^ pleases, just as well as 
a white one. Nor is it 4^cause they are strong-^ 
er ; for a weak man is often more eleVer th«i a 
strong one. Two things which help Engfish- 
men, aijd which will help you, are patience and 
industry. The cmious instrument for meamiring 
time, called a watch, was not invented in a day. 
The man who first made something like a watch, 
studied day after day, how td mak^ and to im- 
prove it Others too, seeing at once how useful 
such a tiung woukl be, contrived new wheels, 
and new ways of making and placing them. 
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Some have wiitten booka about the making of 
watches ; others have apeat j^ears and years, in 
trying to make a very good 0ne; and lo, after 
unprovemeots witlw>ut number, we at last hare 
the wondei;(ul little box of wheels, which is so 
useful, that mest Englishmen, and soma Benga- 
lees, always carry it in their pockets. Now in 
England men^are often led to take all this trou* 
ble, by the praise and rewards which they gain, 
when they have made a useful, or pleasant thing. 
In this country, it is dilp^rent You wiU not do 
many things, in new and better ways, even when 
you know how. You cry, Oh ! our caste will be 
broken. We cannot do that, because our fathers 
did not do it But remember, if you wiH not 
change, you cannot improve. In England too, 
any one may become a watch-maker, or a car- 
penter, or a weaver, or a worker at any trade 
that pleases him. When a child is very young, he 
knows that one day he will be obliged to work, 
and seeing many people at their work, if he pre- 
fer any sort of work to others, his father may put 
him to learn it; there is no caste to prevent. 
Thus many take a pleasure in their work, and 
they will surely do it w^l. Again, in England, 
there are not ^so many people, as in Bengal, who, 
doi^g nothing themselves^ live on the labours 
of .others. Borne of the brahmins ve j^ow 
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leguming to see hnw nmch better it is to fauhHt^ 
tar jdicsmfBelres tiaasi to take^ tiie eefning^ €if Am 

eertuTy their own wants. Tboae brahmiiB mho 
do faiboar for themselves, and the ywmg ones 
«rho intend to do so^ deserve prake. 



The English Divisions ^f Tim^. 

Time is divided into yeai^, mppjl^ weeib|» 
days, hourBy minutes, and sec^mdb* 

A yeqi* is the time that the earth ta](QS lU> per^ 
form om jouriiey round the sun. It is 365^ 
days, which are divided into twelve months. 

A monih is .31, 30, 29, or .28 days. 

A week is seven days. 

Ad^. is the time in which the earth tujcns 
round. It is divided ii^lo twenty-Jfour ec]^ parts, 
cjaJled hoiwft 

The naines of the twelve jwwithfi faUoTsr in their 
prder: 

Janiraryv May^ September, 

Febiswry, .JuBe, October, 

MaxcK July, November, 

Afi^ * Avgnst, Deceraber. 
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The number of days in each month may be 
known from the following verse, which should be 
learned perfectly. 

Thirty days hath Septemher, 
April, June, and NoTember, 
February hatb twenty-eight alone, 
And all the rest have thirty-one. 

The year begins with the first of January, and 
ends with the thirty-first of December. The 
twenty-fifth of December, called Cliristmas-day, 
k the day on which Christ was born. 



The divisions of the Day. 

The day consists of the morning, noon, after- 
noon, evening, and night. The morning is the 
time from the first appearance of Ught till twelve 
o'clock. 

m 

No<Hi is the time when the sun is highest in 
the heavens, which is exactly 12 o'clock. 

The afternoon is the portion of time between 
noon and twilight. 

The evening is the twilight, which in England 
is much longer than it is in this country. 

The night is the portion of time from sunset 

to sunrise. 

r 
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Bengal and England. 

Bengal, the country in which we live, is a 
very rich country ; that is, the earth produces 
plenty of food, clothing, fuel, and other things, 
pleasant and useful, to men. But there are also 
many things, very useful, which are not produ- 
ced in Bengal, because the people are not wise 
enough to" make them. Many things too, which 
are made here, are not made so well as in other 
countries, especially the different countries of 
Europe. This is all owing to want of know- 
ledge and skill. I think every Bengalee would 
be glad to drink out of vessels of glass, 
and in the wet and cold weather, to have win- 
dows of glass, if his neighbours or he could 
make these things. But as it costs so much to 
brings them out from England, few people can 
afford to buy them. The Bengalees have no 
ships, nor do they know how to make them. A 
knife, which is one of the most useful things a 
man can have, made in Bengal, is much dearer, 
and not half so good as one made in England, 
The Bengal cotton even, is sent to England, and 
made into cloth, because it can be ma(^e there so 
much cheaper, and better than in Bengal. I 
could mention a hundred other instances of the 
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same kind, but these will show you, how useful 
knowledge is in making us comfortable. If the 
people of this country, should learn from English 
books and Englishmen, the arts of making glass, 
and cloth, and other things, and at the same 
time, learn the true wisdom, which consists in 
loving and serving God, it is certain that they 
will become much more comfortable while they 
live, and be happy for ever when they die. 



The Four Cardinal Points. 

The four cardinal, or chief points, are called 
North, South, East, and West. 

If we look towards the sun, exactly at 12 
©''clock, we shall be looking towards the soutlu 

The North will be directly behind us. 

The West will be at our right hand. 

The East will be at our left. 

The sun rises in the East, and sets in the 
West: that is, the earth turns from West to East 



i 



e% 



The Ant or Emmet. 
I. 

These Emmets, bow little they are in our eves ! 
We tread them to dust and a troop of them dies, 

Without our regard or concern : 
Yet as wise as we are, if we went to their school^ 
There's many a sluggard, and many a fool^ 
' Some lessons of wisdom might learn. 

IT. 

They don't wear their time out in sleeping or play. 
But gather up corn in a sun-shiny day, 

And for winter they lay up their stores : 
They manage their 3vork in such regular forms, 
One would think they foresaw all the frosts and the stormy 

And so brought their food within doors. 

Ill, 

But I have less sense than a poor creeping ant, 
If I take not due care for the things I shall want, 

Nor provide against dangers in time : 
When death or old age shall stare in my face, 
What a wretch shall I be in the end of my days. 

If I trifle away all their prime ! 

IV. 

Now, now, while my strength and my youth are in bloom, 
Let me think what will serve me whei^ sickness shall come. 

And pray that my sins be forgiv n : ' 
Let me read good books, and believe, and obey. 
That, when death turns me out of this cottage of clay, 

J may dwell in a palace in beav -n. 
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Th£ Good Bargain; 

Jfthur and George. 

A. George, will you come with me, I am 
going to buy some oranges and sweetmeats? 

G. Certainly 4 How much money have you ? 

A. Two annas. 

G. Oh, you are rich. Where did you g€!t it 
all ? 

A. You must not tell hun what I say, but I 
have just made a good bargain with John, You 
know my kite ; I sold him that, for two annas. 

G. But why did he give you so much for it ? 
He might have bought a new one for five pice ? 

A. Yes, but did he not know that. He is a 
little fellow. I told him I gave three annas for 
mine, and he was glad to get it for two. 

G. You told him you gave three annas for it ! 
Why I know you only paid one. How could you 
deceive him so wickedly ? 

A. Wickedly ! If I had not said that I paid 
more than I really did pay, he would not have 
paid me half so well. 

G. And so you told a lie to a little boy who 
trusted your word, for tlie base purpose of cheat- 
ing him of three or four pice ! Go, I am asham* 

ed of you ! a har and cheat ! — I will not be seen 

f2 
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in your company. Go and enjoy your base gains 
alone. — I shall go and find John ; he is none the 
worse for the loss of his money, while you, who 
have gained it, will be distrusted and hated, as 
a liar and cheat ought to be. 

A. Oh, George, do not put me to shame. I 
will go and tell John myself ; — and beside, I will 
give him back his money. 

G. Very weU ; then I will say nothing about it. 
But in future, I hope you will remember what our 
master told us, that, ^^ a goad bargain is one in 
which both the buyer and the seller are benefitted 
by the exchange ;" and not, as you seem to have 
thought, that in which one is cheated, and the 
other a cheat. 



Good Resolutions. 
I. 

Though I am now in younger dajs^ 
Nor can tell >vhat shall befal me, 

V\\ prepare for ev rj place 

Where mj growing age shall call me. 

II. 

Should I e'er he rich or great. 

Others shall partake my goodness ; 

ril supply the poor with meat. 

Never showing scorn nor rudeness. 
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nr. 

Where I see the blind or lame, 

Deaf or duiub^ I'll kindly treat them 

I deserve to feel the same, 

If I mock, or hurty^'or cheat them. 

IV. 

If I meet with railing tongues. 

Why should I return them railing, 

Since I best revenge my wrongs 
By my patience- never failing. 

V. 

When I hear them telling lies, 
Talking foolish, cursing, swearing ; 

First 111 try to make them wise, 
Or I'll soon go out of hearing. 

VI. 

What tho' I be low and mean, 
I'll engage the rich to love me : 

While I'm modest, neat, and clean, 
And submit when they reprove me. 

VII. 

If I should be poor and sick, 
I shall meet, I hope with pity ; 

Since I love to, help the weak, 
Tho' they're neither fair nor witty. 

VIII. 

I'll not willingly offend. 

Nor be easily offended ; 
What's amiss I'll strive to mend, 

And endure what can't be mended. 
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IX. 

May I be so watchful still 

O'er my humours and my passioUi 
As to speak and do no ill, 

Though it should be all the fashion. 

X. 

Wicked fashions lead to hell : 

Ne'er may I be found complying ; 

But in life behaye so well| 
Not to be afraid of dying. 



Animalsj Vegetables, Minerals. 

The productions of the earth are divided into 
three great classes, called kingdoms: first, the 
animal kingdom ; second, the vegetable king-- 
dom ; third, the mineral kingdom. These king- 
doms are distinguished from each other as fol- 
lows: 

All things which grow, live and feel, belong to 
the animal kingdom. 

All things which grow and Kve only, belong to 
the vegetable kingdom. 

All things solid, and without life, which go to 
make up the earth itself, belong to the mineral 
kingdom. 

Thus man, beasts, birds, fishes, and insects, 
compose the animal kingdom : they grow, and 
live, and feeL 
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Trees, shrubs, flovrers, herbs, grass, and such 
things, compose the vegetable kingdom : they 
grow and hve, but do not feel. 

Stones, metals, and all other things which 
are found in the earth, compose the mineral 
kingdom : they do not live, or feel. 



Gold, Silver, Iron. 
Alfred and George. 

A. George, you are sauntering about as though 
very idle, or very weary. 

G. Yes ; it is a holiday, and I am very weary, 

A. Ah, you have said no lessons tO'day — I 
suppose you have been learning them over 
again, in order to say them twice as well as 
usual to-morrow — you should go to play. 

G. Oh, no— I am weary of play. 

A. Weary of play ! — this is a sad case — ^you 
must be very miserable indeed. I know only 
one thing that can help you. 

G. Do tell me what that is — I am very dull. 

A. It is work. 

G. Work ! — ^but what work can I do ? I can- 
not weave, or saw, or make a basket. 

A. See, here are three things, a bangle, a 
rapee, and a nail. Now I will tell you some- 
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ttang useful about these things, arid if you try to 
understand it, that will be work, such as children 
can do, and ought to do, 

G. But I have seen bangles, and rupees, and 
nails, a thousand times before. I know all about 
them. The bangle is made of gold: it is an 
ornafaient, like this on my wrist. The rupee 
is silver, and we can buy things with it : it is 
money. Nails are made of iron, and they are 
used to fasten pieces of wood together; What 
else worth knowing can you tell me about these ? 

A. You will see. You say one is gold, another 
silver, and the third iron : do you know where 
gold, and silver, and iron come from ? do they 
grow, hke the wood of which a chair or table 
is made ? are they any part of a beast, Uke the 
horn tliat is cut into combs and the handles of 
knives ? or do you see them lying on the earthi 
like stones ? 

G. Oh, no — I did not think of this — I cannot 
teU where they are found. 

A. So I thought. Gold, silver, and iron are 
all found in the earth, and in general, they lie 
at a great depth. The vast pit which is made 
in searching for them, is called a mine, and the 
people who dig them out, are called miners. 

Now if we put the bangle, and the rupee, and 
the nail together, and think a moment about 
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them 9 we shall find that gold, silver, and iron, are 
nearly alike in some things, and that in others 
they are very different. 

They are all very heavy^ and they cannot be 
broken easily. They are quite hxxrd also, and 
yet we know that they may be bent or melted in 
the fire, or beaten into various shapes with ham* 
mers. Remember then, that in tliese respects, 
gold, silver, and iron are alike ; and that they, 
and all things of tlie same kind, are called metals. 

We see also, at once, that they differ widely 
fi'om each other in colour : gold is never white, 
like silver, nor is it ever of a dark-grey colour, 
like iron. Silver is always white; and though 
the colour of bright iroii is a sort of white too, 
that is not hke the colour of silver : the blade of 
a knife, and a rupee, are of different colours. 
These metals differ also in weight. If a coin 
were made of gold, and one of iron, just the size 
of tliis rupee, the gold coin would be the heaviest 
of the three, and the iron one the lightest. 
Three such coins would also differ very much in 
value. You know that the iron one, even if it 
should be silvered over, would be called a bad 
rupee. The gold coin would be much more 
precious than the silver one ; for sixteen rupees 
are worth only a gold mohur, which is less in size 
than a single rupee. Just notice then, that the 
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heavi^t of these three metals is the most preci- 
ous, and the hghtest the least precious. The 
last thing that I shall mention now, in which 
gold, silver, and iron differ, is usefulness. If we 
place them according to their valtiCi gold will be 
first, silver second, and iron last ; but if accord- 
ing to their usefulness, iron will be first, silver 
second, and gold last. We shall soon see that 
iron is by far the most useful of all metals, if we 
consider how many things are made of it, and 
how many things are made with iron tools. 
What could we do if we had no knives to cut our 
food, and the wood for our houses and furniture ? 
Neither gold nor silver will make a sharp knife. 
Now we see that many persons have plenty of 
iron, who cannot get any gold or silver. The 
reason is this: iron being so much more useful 
than any other metal, God has given us a much 
greater quantity of it than of any other ; so 
that though all cannot get gold and silver, 
there is iron enough for every one to have some. 
But I must leave you. Are you still dull ? 

G. Oh no : not in the least. I will try to re- 
member what you have said ; it is pleasant to 
know things so curious. 

A. Very true. Listen to this question then, 
and if you find out the answer, 1 shall think you 
paid some attention to me. 



. guppce^ |h§r» 9^ |hrP9 balls of |ne|a}| a]| 
ft«^y of the 81(196 ^. pi|e of these, I kpo^y 
is gold, pA§ #«rer, 91^ tfje tijiwl ^op ; but tp^ic^ 
i eapnot |el|, for they are a)| p^(@^ gieeg, an^ 
Iher^fcs-© lopjt just aljl^. J^ow the piBfsop |f 
yvh^ ^ MmSt flays ^e will e^e m^ 990 <^ 
these ^sUb, fuyjl } ftsfi to ^qofe fgr myself, l)Ot h^ 
srjffl Bot aIIo9^ ip^ jto reiooye smy pf the [Miujt. 
Pf iS9!l>s§ i gJjPVfci like tlie golden l^J, bui I 
cai)89t fee wfii(^ k i^j *n(d jf i cho^^ ^«ui- 
iom I taay -eiiogse the i^ one. Whjit c^4 .dtj 
ui t^is eas^ ?-tt-I 9aiMf9iit «t^y to he^ ypur advico 
Rowrr-rtpH fRc ti^joorrpw. . * 
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Sfffe, Cottorij and Cloth. * 

Oar diHlids tM» made .of ^k, jeoAtea, find 
clotfau Ail thrae Mte Wiweii of ihcea49 iml: tibi 
kinds of thread flte vi^ diffexent* Siik is mada 
bjr a litde insBCt, jcpttoB groivs q& a toee, asd 
imol is die ioorjering of Ifaa abeep. WoqI uid 
co(tt9l^ JU:e naftde isto ihmcui hy mei) ; bitf adk 
is A natural itbrefidy putde bj i^ insect it i^ 
qoiiBs inaeh Jttl, tQ xihaoge ivool and jcottcm, ^ 
eren fiiik, jzito tb€ usefi)! and protty 4to& that 
we wei|r ; And did iiot men £nd ^idoas^ ^o uiseAili 
^1^ would m&t teike the IrouUe toiio it. 
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bbm^ cdtinttidd, Ineit hare 66 sBk^ ireM)!^ 6ir cot- 
ton, iuld ihey cover themselvte Witti ih^ skills t4* 
beasts, and mate inade of straw. Th^ ciloth, and 
a great deal df thd silk and cotton^ which we se6 
hfere^ ilre m^e in England* Th6 rih0 Istniti 
iU>iV«Vet', is sent ihi»r6 first from other c6oiltries { 
touch silk and cbttbn is isent from this oduntry^ 
f&t England does not produce ^ither^ Th^ rea^ 
ton of tins is, that they know 06 well id Eiigland 
how to work. They know so well, for instance^ 
how to spin and weave cotton, that even the 
people of the conntriea where it growd, prefer the 
English cloth to their own ; jiist as ttiey prefer a 
good dinner to a bad one. Two thousand years 
ago, the Enghsh were but a few poor, naked 
savages, and amongst other things, cloth-making 
and calico-making, have made them very rich 
tod powerfiil. Bui in England, it must be re- 
membered, a clever cotton-^pian^ i^ valued 
much more than an idle gentlniati. The Eng- 
lish bavtt long aeen^ what you may see if you 
|)lBasd, that the man who muHa is usefid and 
honourable^ while the nuui who doea nothing but 
consume what others nwke^ is just the contrary^ 
#K>ug^ he may be of tba highest caste or rank« 
in Enfi^aivl, at thia tim(^ Sir R. Peel» the son of 
t cotton-qMimer^ is ibe conpaoion of princes* 
IQuia aM aio akcooraged to be tnsful» by beilig 
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rawanM and honoured : not as it is in Bengal^ 
wheriQ those yrho are usefiil are demised, and 
those who are useless are honoured and reward-* 
^, Hindoos wil) never be «p clever i|s Eujfifih^. 
men until this is amended. 



The value of Time. 

m 

At the end of the Qext ho^r, we shctll be oft« 
hoar nearer death thfm we are now ! {ndee4 
none of us can M that we shall \^ al^ve fA thf 
end of the neict hoiin Msny die fis young as w« 
•rev Tliese thought^ ere enougb V^ make y^ 
tremlrfe, le^t ive should loise a single im»neiit ; 
and yet how many muiutes, pM^ even hours, d^ 
some of m loss ^ve?y day- All time spent idlyi 
that is, spent without working, -or reading, of 
thinking; or refr^sbipg our liodies by ibod, ?xert 
cise, and rest, is lost. We are nothing the bet? 
ter for having lived during that time. Every one 
hopes to reach old age, and takes a great deal of 
care to prolong his hfe. Yet we are <^n so 
thoughtless, as to wish for the end of an hour, 
the end <^i^ day, or the end of a w^k, 9s thpvgh 
fme hour, one day, or eyen a w^k, were npt too 
pdueh to lose. But remember, that all our days^ 
j^lfA hours, and y^^ars, will soon end, and nothii^ 



en ^itrth caii briiig back a moMeht; B^defe^ ftl 
^he end of lii^, dtir next sief) wiU M i/itd fb« 
presence of God hiifiseflf, who khdws hoW eV^ty 
moment is< spent,- and who tvifl condeinn ti§ 
for those spent amiss. 

You must not think, because you are young, 
you may spend your time as you please. In 
youth must be laid up knowledge for old age ; 
and there is not an Hour in youth, more than 
^fldugli for this. If yoii fielnembei-cid cdl these 
^olemd t{iing§ efery nighty yoii WoUM h^ anx-< 
ibus to rise early every moriiitig, and would 
Shd^avduf to spehd every iiiihiite bf the day 
Wbll; SiicH is th^ condttct Which makte a wise 
and good riiaii; Boys who come late to sbhool, 
bt sidy away$ without some goOd tatisd, chn- 
not, surely, have thought of this. Ofte would 
ihink that they have th^ peWer df itiakfaig th^ir 
lives as long as they jpleaie^ or thai tbey Would 
hot waste them as they do. . 
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On Ghosts. 

in iJmdst every country, liltle bo)^ ahd |ift^ 
iire afraid to be left alone in idi^ dark ; khA 
"sopietihiies grown-up men and women, IhftI 
^ould have known better, are just as iboMs^ 



^ Sff^ B3. easily fn^^ne^f aa any. little child^ 
of them alL IjT you. ask them the re^tsom ibey. 
^iU tell you that they, are afi;ajid of seeing, gho^t?* 
^ioy, whajt is a ^host?^ ".la mopt of (jfaje storie^ 
^boi^ ghosts/-' s^a Mr. Gro3e^ a Vi^j^y ^njiex-^ 
^ajj^^ £iigli3h writer, '> tiiQj^ are supposed to^ 
be iQ^r^ ^^^ bpiags yi(^t]\cifi1; substance^ tha^ 
call {>a^ through wa^ls, ajxd dpors, ai)d othej^ 
plid bpdies ai; pleasure. The usujal time a^ 
which, ^bosts. in|a^e. th^ appeajr^op^ is mid;: 
fiOjg^t, and; seldp^i before, it is dark; though^ 
some audaciou^ spirits, have been said to appeal^ 
by. dp.y-li^it. They, generally appear in the. 
$a^9 dresi^ they, usupily wore when hving : 
tbgAigh they are^ som,etimes clothed a,ll iu white : 
but these . are ge^erall}^ tlie church-yard ghosts, 
who have qo partiAUlajr business, but seem to 
syppear for their owjql amusement, pr to ^cara 
(Jriinkeu n;istics from tumblm^ over th^iji^ graves, 
jpragging chain3 is uol the fasbioa of £u^h 
ghpsts ; chaius ^nd black c^tbe^. being chiejS jf 
Uia dress of fo(reign spectre^, seen in arbitrarj^ 
gov^nme^Jta; dead or alive, English spirits ar^ 
^ee. It is someiyhat remarkabie, that ^ho3ts^ 
(even vdien t;hey. have ^opiething to do., nevej|^ 
go abpflit their business like the perspas of thi^ 
wqdd. In ca3es of murder, a ghost, instead of 
li^ to. the naxt mag^tratei and laying^ ite ia^ 
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feimation, cwr to the lieafest relation of the^ 
persons deceased, appieai*s to some poor labour-- 
*r, who knows none of the parties ; draws* the 
curtain of sotne decrepit nurse, or beggar wo-- 
man, or hovers about the place where bis body 
is laid. The same round-about way b takett 
when tliey wish to redress Che wrongs of the 
lljridow, or the orphan ; when it seems to us, 
l!hat the shortest, and most certain plan would 
be, to go to the guihy person, and haunt him 
continually, until they frightened him inter restitu* 
tion. But it is presumptuous to search into 
these matters^ ghosts^ have undoubtedly forms 
And customs peculiar to themselves.'^ They 
Aeem indeed altogether a strange, silent, un^ 
social race ; we never hear of their keeping 
the house clean, and the servants at their work^ 
fike the Brownies ; nor dancing and singing in 
the moonlight, like the Fairies ; nor even tum^^ 
bHng about the chairs^ and tables^ fike the Qoh^ 
&ns: but they are always moping d)OUt dd 
iuins, and damp cellars, and clmrcb-yards, and 
fonely places, and scarcely, by any chance are 
twa of them seen together. And yet eve* 
^osfis seem to retain something of a national 
character — the Roman Catiiolic ghost is most 
invincibly afraid of holy water : the En^isli 
ghost Mk a* Very shy spirit, seldom appeam l# 
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int>m tfean one at * fime, (and tlwtif ii generally 
d boy or an old woman-;) and hasi a greatf dis^ 
Efee' ft> answering^ impertinent questions^: but 
the Hindoo ghost is the strangest' of them alf^ 
for' he continueiS' as fond as^ ever of fruits and 
fice^ and^wiO: upon na account disappear with^. 
cot the aid' of rupees: I have often wondered 
what use he cim make of the' fice^ seeing that 
spirits have no^ teeth. But \ musC not forget 
their most distinguishing qualify^ : ghostsv on<i 
atixf aff, hate light kv every shade, eandle-Ughti 
lamp-light, or day-light ; the only li^ht they can 
endure is moonlight ; but of all lights they hate 
most bitterly the ti^t of knowledge ; indeed 
they have taken the spreading of knowledge so 
much to heart, fha£ wi^in the kst 30 or 40 
years they seem to have teft England altogether, 
and I have little dbubf, thai ia a very short 
time they wiH leave CaleutCa too. 

There is one Miing rather remarkable in A4 
history of ghosts; I mean &e belief in them 
that prevails m almost every conntry in th« 
world ; but this may be very easily accounted 
for. A person coming home* on a dark nighty 
i^ees just before him a figure drensed in wlnte : 
if he have courage enough Co^ go up to it, it 
turns out to be a white stone, or a cloth hang- 
iiig from a tree, or some such thing; but if 



m 

M grta fri^teppd ani ru^s awajjf, thea hil 
Wift thmk fiOl' his Sfe tiin^?, that h^ ha^ seea 
a real gUo^st SMome^imes a mischievoi^ hoyj 
tjhrow^ a, white ck th. aboyt hinpi, and goes abqu^ 
in the dark fo terrify, ^ip neighbours,; well I 
if th^ trick he ftot feyivl out, thej^, iyill thjjQ^ 
that they, have seen a gh<>st. Again, a^iy per-^ 
son, that ha3 hwif a brain fiavQjr, may remem- 
ber tba^ he used} tp see strapge fejces an.d figures 
tounc^ his^ bed : ftpw thes^ were just • ghosts, 
thftt fe, mere creatures, pi^ the imagination. 
Mmy people indeed, who were in the habit of 
eeeing; ghosts, have beeP 9ured j^st as the^ 
would be of ^y, other disease, by medicmQ 
ftnd bloodletting. Eveijy. parspii knows tlmt^ 
when the mind i*. iLu:h affe;ted with ar- 
ttent spyats, or \yith. opium, minjr ap^xarition^ 
Are seen ; »nd every person shonld kn,ov\[ that 
fear has just the sa.nae ^ecU jf^ perhaps 
Ifa© best way of manufecturiftg ghjpists i^ by a 
magic lantern, or s^ bit q^ phosphorus m a ^k 
•oom, which wil^ bring ilieift ^ ijwanns. To 
tonclude, so long as. a map triesj tp seTve God^ 
and to.ha^e. a pr<^§r confide^© » Him, and 
to remember ftat (Sod is ^y^rjr ^We, he ne^dg 
not care fpr 9^% gho^ ^n th.(» w^d- ' 



PAllt It * 



INTRODUCTION. 



History is an account of things that have 
happened in the world, written to preserve the 
remembrance of iheiii, and ha examples and 
warnings to the inhabitant of the eartli in 
qiler^ages* 

UifivBRSAL History includes that of all the 
nations that have at any time been known to 
inhabit the earth. 

Ancient History relates to ages long past. 
. Modern History is that of the kingdoms 
aiid states at present existing in the world* 

History is also divided into Sacred and Pro- 
fane, 

Sacred History is that contained in the 
Scriptures; and which wo3 written by holy men 
inspired of God, to teach mankind that He 
governs all things^ $nd deals out blessings tq 
liations that Ipve, and fear, and obey Him ; and 
brings judgment and dfBstruction op €Uph nations 
as disobey his will apd commandments, ^d 
4j^ligbt in wickedness. 

• From Mrs. frimi?jirt». 
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Profane Histqr? is that which was com* 
posed by persons who wrote what they had 
themselves either seen, heard, or read, con* 
ceming the rise or fall of nat&ras, and the acts 
of men famous for virtue, or infamous for crimes. 



The (Creation. 

Therb is one Almiglity God, the maker of 
all things in heaven and earth. There was a 
time when the world we five in, was not ; but it 
pleased the Almighty Gojy to create it from 
nothing. This world is called the earth ; it is 
a large globe. 

When God had created the globe of the 
earth, he said, << Let there be light, and there 
was light." He made darkness idso ; ^nd God 
called the light Day, and the darkness he 
cabled Night. 

Then God made tli^ sky, a^d caBed it die 
Armament ; and God gathered thp waters toge«* 
ther, that there might be dry land ; and the 
gathering together of the waters he called Seas, 
and the dry land hie ^called Earth. 

Then Gpp madie all the kinds of grass, herbsi 
flowers, plants, and trees, which are now to be 
^und in the w<>rld, and caused . them to grow 



oat of ilie efittE : and all tfrede things (3o0 made 
with sMds in thdmsdlv^ that Other gtaatr^ 
h^rte^ flowers, plants, and tress, might grow 
iiom dmni) and keep on in the same manner 
to the end of the world : and tbey have done 
M abeady for a number of years* 

After all the things that were to grow upon 
the earth were created, God made two great 
lightd) the sun and the moon, one to give li^ 
by day, the Other by night Gen made the 
MarsatsO* 



7%e Cr€ationr''<ontmuBd^ 

When God Imd created the sun, moony and 
stars, he caused the waters to bring forth a 
great many Uving creatures ; fishes of all sorte 
to swim in the seas, and fowk and birds of 
every kind to fly in the firmament. 

Then God made the earth bring forth all 
kinds of beasts^, and cattle, and insects, and 
leptUes, and, last of alU GO0 made mankind ; 
one man and one woman. 

The man, God made of tlie dust of the 
ground, Init the woman God made oi ond of 
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Ae num^s rHis, tnkeo out of faim while bo 
ilept ; and God breathed into them the bre^h 
of life, and they became living eov^s ; that Wt 
they had mula or spirite whieb no creature Q011I4 
kilL Mankind hod also the gift of ^p^eeb, by 
means of which they could pray to Qo^* mk 
thank and praise him for hi^ goodsaa^; Pfid 
they conld ccmYerBe with one anotb^i whkjb 
none of the other creatures could ^do; tbere^ 
foce mankind were the moat ejKctf es| creaU^r^^ 

. in tiiis world, though all the others w^s g96d. 
in their kinds. 

Apd God blessed all living creatures, that tliey 
might be in time a great many of them ; but 
God gave mankind dominion over all tlie other 
creatures ; that is, Gov gave mankind leave to 
govern them all. Mankind were to obey God, 
and the otfier creatures were to be made to do 
whatever mankind had occasion to have done 
by any of them : but Go© did not give mankind 
leave to use the other creatures with cruelty, 
to beat them, and starve them, or overwork 

^ them: neither had t!ie first man and woman 
any wish to do^o*; for Goo made tliem with' 
ffoodness in ^mr hearts. 



The tnstitfOhn of fte Sakbaih. 

Ahv the works of creation God did in si^ 
days, and on the seventh day, Gon rested ; that 
is, left off creating ; and God blessed the seventh 
day, and sanctified it. He blessed it, that it 
might be a day of rest and pleasure to man- 
kind above all the six days ; and he sanctified 
k, or made it his own day, that it might be 
kept boly^ or spent in his service, that is^ in 
admiring the works of the creation, in praising 
and worshipjHng the great Creator. There- 
fore, those people who spend the Sabbath ac- 
cording to their own will, without considering 
it as the Lord's Day, rob GO0, and dishonour 
him as their Great<»r. We cannot Uve one 
minute without God ; and were He to neglect 
or forget us, we shouM perish. Surely, then^ 
we ought never to forget God« 



The History (^ Adam and Eve^ 

Th£ name of the fir^ man was Actam, 
and the name of the first woman was Eve. 
The Lord God did not leave Adam and Eve 
in this great world to k)ok abotrt for a place; 
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to live in, or to plant and build what they 
might want. He brought them at once into a 
beautiful garden, called Eden, where there was 
every thing they could want or wish for, to 
make them comfortable and happy : and in the 
midst of this garden, God caused a tree to grow, 
called the Tree of Life, because God had blessed 
this tree so that those who ate of its fruit should 
not die : and tlie Lord God gave Adam and 
Eve free leave to eat of its fruit as long as 
they should obey his commandment. His com- 
nlandment was, that they should not eat of the 
fruit of another tree, which grew by, the Tree 
of Life, and was called the Tree of the Knowledge 
of Good and Evil. God placed this tree by 
the Tree of Life, on purpose to try whether 
mankind would obey Him or not : and the 
Lord God told them, that if they did eat of 
the fruit of the Tree of Knowledge, tiiey should 
surely die. 

If mankind had obeyed^ His commandmenti 
God, after a time, would have taken them up 
to heaven without their dying, and would have 
made them like the angels, who are always 
happy. 

But there .have been angels who would not 
obey the Lord God, for which they were cast 
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t)ut of heaven, and lost all their glory : they 
are now called Fallen Angels and Devils. The 
name of the chief of the fallen angels is Satan ; 
he is also called the Devil. 



The Fall of Man. 

The devil and his angels are very miserable ; 
for they are shut out from heaven, and God 
has prepared a place of everlasting torment for 
them, to which they will be sent at the end 
of the world. 

Thcf devil and his angels hate all whom 
God loves, and who love God ; but they have 
not power to hurt them, whilst they obey God,' 
and shun temptation. 

Satan began with Eve soon after the creation : 
he contrived to make her beheve, that a crea* 
ture, called a serpent, spoke to her ; and told 
her that the Tree of Knowledge was good for 
food, and that those who ate of its fruit, would 
be Uke gods ; and she was tempted to eat of 
the fruit ; and then she persuaded Adam to do so. 
too. So they both broke God's commandment ; 
and, instead of being good and righteous, they 
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ihe sacrifices were , ojHered, and to wanider 
about the earth as a fugitive and a vagabondy 
hated by all mankind, and in constant fear 
that every one who should meet him, would 
wish to' kill the mail who had killed his own 
brother. But God chose that Cain should live 
to bear the torment of a wounded conscience. 
So Cain went away from his friends to a 
distant country, and his wife went with hini ; 
and they had children who proved a wicked 
race like their father. 



The History of Noah and the Flood. 

' Adam and Eve had other children besides 
.Cain and Abel ; and these children grew up 
to be men and women, and had families, who 
had in time other families, and so on, till there 
were a vast many people in the world: and 
tiiey became at last so viery wicked, that there 
was only one man who kept up the worship 
of God in his family. This good man's name 
was Noah. 

As mankind were so wicked that they were 
not fit to five, the Lord God told Npah he 
would send a flood of waters upon the earth 
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to destroy them all; but h6 gave them a long 
time to repent. in, tliat is, to amend their Uvea 
and become good ; and the Lord God com- 
manded Noah to build an Ark, a kind of vessel 
to float upon the waters. 

Noah did as the Lord God commanded him ; 
but though he told the wicked people what 
the Lord God would do, they did not repent: 
so, when the time waa come, at which the Lord 
had said he would destroy the wicked,, he 
commanded Noah to go into the Ark with his 
wife, and his three sons, Shem, Ham, and Japhet^ 
and their wives ; and to take with them some of 
all kinds of creatures ; two of some kinds, and 
seven pair of others ; and also some of every 
kind of food that hving creatures eat. 

Then the Lord God made the creatures go to 
Noah ; and Noah took them into the Ark, and 
did every thing just as the Lord God command- 
ed him. Then the Lord God shut them all 
in. 

As soon as Noah and his family were separ 
rated from the wicked, the Lord caused the 
most violent rain to pour from the sky, for 
forty days and forty nights, and made the sea 
and rivers overflow; so that the earth waa 
covered with water above the tops of the higji- 
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After the flood, mankind lived all together; 
in the same part of the world, for a number of 
years, till some of them went away from the 
East, where the family of Shem hved, and found 
a plain in the land of Shinar, where they set 
about building the Tower of Babel. 

This tower was designed to be built up as 
high as heaven, that, if the Lord God should 
send another flood upon the earth, those who 
lived near it might go to the top of it, and save 
themselves from drowning. 

The people who set about this tower were 
chiefly the sons of Ham. But they did not 
prosper in their wicked work; for the Lord 
God confounded their language, so that tliey 
could not ^understand each other. He made 
them forget the words they used to speak, and 
talk in quite different words, as different, per- 
haps, as Latin and Greek, and French and 
Enghsh. 

This pui^ishment the Lord God inflicted, to 
make the people leave off" building the tower ; 
and then he scattered them abroad in the earth, 
in parties, according to the languages they 
spake. Those who spake the same words went 
together to one place : and, by means of the 
)i>uilders of the tower being scattered in this 
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maimer, and then kept in separate parties, there 
were in time many nations in the. world speak- 
ing dijQferent languages. 



7%6 Beginning of Idolatry. 

The true religion was kept up in the family 
of Seth ; they knew that there is but one Goo, 
and they worshipped him in the right way ; but 
when the rest of mankind were separated and 
scattered about in different parts of the world, 
they took strange fancies into their heads, which 
led them to believe that there were a great 
many gods ; some supposed the sun, moon, 
and stars to be. gods, and worshipped them; 
others thought that kings and conquerors became 
gods after they died, and offered sacrifices to 
them ; many worshipped birds, beasts, and rep- 
tiles ; and some sacrificed to images which their 
own hands had made. This idolatry, as the 
worship of false gods is called, was very dis* 
pleasing to the Almighty, and provoked him to 
bring heavy judgments upon the different nations 
that practised it : even in the family of Seth, 
where the Lord God was worshipped, sacrifices 
were, after a time, offered to idols also ; there- 
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fme the Lokd resolved to eeparbte a people 
from all the nations of the earth, to be his own 
people, and to keep up his worship among them. 



The History of Abraham. 

In Ur, of the Chaldees, lived a man caBed 
Terah, who had three sons, Abram, Nahor, and 
Haran, and Haran was the father of Lot ; and 
the name of Abram's wife was Sarai; and the 
name of Nahor's wife Milcah ; and Haran died 
in Ur, of tlie Chaldees. And Terah removed 
to Haran; but the Loan God called to Abram 
out of heaven, and commanded him to leave his 
country, and go to a land which be should show 
him : and God promised Abram diat if he would 
obey his voice, he would make of him a great 
nation. So Abram immediately departed, as the 
Lord commanded him, and took Sarai his wife 
and Lot his nephew, and went into the land of 
Canaan, to which place God had directed Mrar 
to go. 

Both Abram and Lot bad great flocks of 
cattle, and many servants; and these servants 
quarrelled ; so Abram and Lot thou^t it would 
be better to part them. - 
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Abram was a generous man, and loved lus 
nephew Lot; he therefore proposed to him, 
that each of them should remove with his flocks 
and herds, that they might be at a more conve- 
nient distance from each other : and as Abram 
gave to Lot the first choice of the country, he 
chose for his flock the plain of Jordan, and 
went and lived in a city near it, called Sodom ; 
and Abram lived in the land of Canaan. 
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The History of Abraham — continued. 

A LONG while after Lot and Abram were 
parted, God Almighty promised Abram again, 
that he would make of him a great nation, as 
numerous as the stars in th^ firmament, and 
give them, in process of time, all the land of 
Canaan. 

At this time Abram was an old man, and had 
not even one child ; yet he believed he should 
have a son, and that a great nation should pro- 
ceed from him, and Inherit the land of Canaan, 
because God had promised it. 

Some time after this, Abram had a son, whom 
he named Ishmael ; and Abram concluded that 
the great nation was to proceed firom him: 
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but when Ishmael was grown a lad, the Lord 
changed Abram's name to that of Abraham, 
(which signifies the father of many nations,) 
and promised him another son, who' was to be 
named Isaac : from Isaac, God told him, the 
great nation should proceed, in whom all the 
families of the earth should be blessed. 

God also promised, that from Ishmael should 
arise another great nation. 

At the very time which God had named, 
Isaac was born, to the great joy of Abraham 
and his wife Sarah. Ishmael was a very rude 
boy, and behaved extremely ill to Isaac ; so 
he was sent away from home with his mother 
Hagar, and had liked to have died of thirst 
in the wilderness ; but he afterwards settled in 
Arabia, and a great people came from him, 
who still live in tliat country, and are called 
Arabs. 



The Destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah. 

SoDOM, where Lot dwelt, and Gomorrah, 
which was near it, were two fine cities ; but 
the people were so wicked, tlmt there was not 
any good man in them, excepting Lot; tliere- 
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fore the Lord sent two Angels to conduct Lot 
and his family out of Sodom ; and he went 
to a city called Zoar ; and then the Lord rained 
down fire and brimstone on Sodom and Gomor- 
rah, and destroyed them. So the Lord saved 
Lot and his two daughters: but Lot's wife 
wanted to go back to Sodom, for which she 
was turned into a pillar of salt, and remained 
for many years a monument of God's just 
anger ; to remind those who had rather Uve 
among wicked people than serve God, that 
they may be cut off in a moment by his almighty 
power. After this, Lot and his two daughters 
Uved in a cave, near the city of Zoar. 



J.braham offering up his son. Isaac, 

Abraham's son Isaac grew to be a youno^ 
man, and his father and mother loved him very 
much ; but though x4.braham loved his son 
dearly, he loved God still more. God knew 
his heart ; and that Abraham might show the 
world how he loved him, and set a good ex- 
ample, God commanded him to offer up his 
son to him for a burnt-offering, 'upon one of 
tlie mountains in the land of Moriah. Abra- 
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leave to take her back with him: and when 
Kebekah arrived in the land of Canaan, where 
Isaac lived, she was married to him, and wor- 
shipped God, as he did, and made him a very 
good wife. 

Sarah died before her son Isaac was married ; 
ixnd Abraham bought, as a burial-place for her, 
a field, in which was a cave, called the cave 
of Machpelah ; and there he buried Sarah his 
wife. 

Abraham himself Uved to the age of a hun- 
dred and seventy-five years, and then died, 
and was buried by his son Isaac and Ishmael, 
in the cave of Machpelah. 



The History of Ishmael. 

Ishmael had no portion but his bow and 
arrows : but God enabled him to make his own 
way in the world, and he fixed himself in Arabia. 
He was by nature of a bold enterprising dis- 
position, and feared no man. It is very probable 
that the Arabs, who were descended from Jok- 
tan, did not like a stranger to occupy any part 
of the country they inhabited ; but as Ishmael 
knew that there was room enough for tliem and 
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him, he defied their attacks, and was protected 
by God, who had promised Abraham to make 
of Ishmael a great nation. Ishmael married an 
Egyptian woman, and had twelve sons, who 
in time became twelve princes, from whom 
descended the present race of Arabs, who are, 
in some respects, just such kind of people as 
we may suppose Ishmael and his sons to have 
been ; for they dwell in tents, and continue 
to live independent. It is remarkable, that the 
Arabs were never quite conquered by any nation. 
They now claim a right to seize the property 
of every traveller tliat passes their roads; but 
they have for a long tinie had a false religion. 



The History of Esau and Jacob, 

For some time Isaac and Rebekah had no 
children, which made them very unhappy ; 
for Isaac wished to be the father of the gteat 
nation, which was to inherit the land of Cg^naan ; 
so he prayed to God to let him and his wife 
have ' a child ; and soon after, they had two 
sons at once ; the elder of these httle boys 
named Esau, and the younger Jacob. 

The promise which God made to Abraham, 
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and begged for the blessing. When Isaac dis-. 
covered the deceit which had been practised 
upon him, he was greatly afflicted, and gave to 
Esau the blessing which the Lord put in his 
mind for him : but Esau was so angry with his 
brother, that he declared he would kill him 
as soon as his father was dead ; so Jacob was 
obliged to flee away, and go to a place a 
great way off. 
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The History of Jacob. 

The first night of his journey, Jacob laid 
himself down on the ground, with only a 
stone for his pillow ; but God gave him a 
comfortable dream, in which he saw angels 
going up and down from earth to heaven, and 
from heaven to earth : and the Lord promised 
Jacob, that in his seed all the families of the 
earth should be blessed ; and that he would 
bless him in whatever place he went to, and 
bring him back to his native land. When Ja- 
cob awaked from his sleep, he named the place 
Bethel, and made a vow to God, that he would 
serve him truly all the days of his life. Jacob 
then went to Padan-aram, to the house of 
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his mother's brother Laban, and there he mar* 
ried Laban's two daughters, Leah and Rachel, 
and had twelve sons and one daughter : but 
he had many hardships, which he would not have 
met with, had he not been guilty of deceit at 
home. At the end of twenty years, Jacob 
went away from Laban, with his wives and his 
children, to go to Canaan, His brother Esau, 
hearing of this, went out to meet him, with 
four hundred men: Jacob was frightened whon 
he heard this, and he immediately sent his ser- 
vants with a great present to Esau, and desired 
them to call his brother, his lord ; and it pleas- 
ed God to soften Esau's heart, so that when he 
saw Jacob and his family, instead of setting liis 
armed men upon them, he ran to his brother, 
and fell upon his neck, and wept with joy, at 
seeing him again after so long an absence ; and 
they were quite reconciled to each other. Then 
Esau returned to Seir, in the land of Edom ; 
and Jacob went back to Canaan, and found his 
father Isaac alive ; but the good old patriarch 
died soon after, and was buried in tlie cave of 
Machpelah. 

Esau married wives of the idolatrous na- 
tions, but Jacob kept to the true God ; there- 
fore God made the same promises to him tliat 
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he had made to Abraham and Isaac: that a 
great nation should spring from his family; 
that they should inherit the whole land of 
Canaan; and that in his seed all the famiUes 
of the earth should be blessed. 



The History of Joseph and his Brethren. 

Among other things which Goo had made 
known to Abraham, long before they came to 
pass, was, that the nation which would come 
from him, should serve a strange nation, and 
be afflicted by them four hundred years; but 
that in the fourth generation, they should return 
into their own land again. 

The strange land was Egypt; and the occa- 
sion of the family of Abraham going thither 
was this : Jacob had twelve sons ; the young- 
est but one was named Joseph ; he was a 
very good youth, and his father loved him 
better than he loved his elder sons, which 
made them jealous, and they resolved to kill 
Joseph ; and one day, when his father sent 
him to see how they did, they were going to 
do it ; but one of the sons, named Reuben^ 
who had more pity than the rest, begged they 
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would only throw Joseph into a pit, from 
whence he thought to take him up when his 
other' brothers were gone away ; but just as they 
had put Joseph into the pit, some people who 
bought men and women for slaves, came by^ 
and Joseph's brethren sold him to them. 

After this, these wicked brethren took a coat of 
many colours, which Joseph's father had given 
him,' and dipped it in blood, to make Jacob believe 
his darling was killed by a wild beast ; which 
made the poor old patriarch ready to break his 
heart with sorrow. 

The men, who had bought Joseph of his bre- 
thren, carried him to Egypt, where he suffered 
more distress than can be told in such a little 
book as this ; but he behaved so well on all oc- 
casions, that the Lord blessed him, and brought 
him at last* into great favour with Pharoah, king 
of Egypt, who raised him to be next to himself 
in the kingdom. Soon after this, there was a 
famine, and there was no corn to be had but 
in Egypt, where it had been laid up in granaries 
by the advice of Joseph : so his brethren were 
obliged to go down to Egypt to buy corn, to 
keep their families from starving. Joseph knew 
them, and let them have corn ; and at last he 
made himself known to them. The brethren 
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were greatly surprised to find Joseph governor 
of Egypt, and were afraid he would punish 
them for their cruel treatment of him : btit he 
forgave them with all his heart, and desired them 
to go and fetch his good old fatlier, and their 
wives and families, and every thing they had, and 
come and hve in Egypt, that he might provide 
for them all. 

So his brethren went to Canaan as he ,de- 
sired. When Jacob heard that Joseph was alive, 
he could scarcely beUeve it ; but when he was 
sure it was Joseph, he said, " It is enough ; 
Joseph, my son, is yet alive : I will go and see 
him before I die." So Jacob went into Egypt, 
and had a happy meetin^with his long-lost son. 



The History of Moses and the Israelites. 

When Jacob came into Egypt, he brought 
his whole family with him, all hiasons, and tlieir 
wives and children ; and they settled there, 
and in a number of years they came to be a 
great many persons : and they were called Israel- 
ites, because Israel was one of Jacob's names. 
The names of Jacob's twelve sons were, Reu- 
ben, Simeon, Levi, Judah, Dan, Naphtali, Gad, 
Asher, Issachar, Zebulun, Joseph, Benjamin. 
Then Joseph grew old and died, and so did that 
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king Pharaoh, who made him a great man; 
after him there was another king Pharaoh, who 
did not fear God, nor care about Joseph ; but 
being afraid that the IsraeUtes would get his 
kingdom away, he used them like slaves, and 
made them work very hard indeed, and set 
people over them to force them to do tasks 
beyond their strength, and had them beaten for 
not doing them. Pharaoh commanded, that if 
any pf the Israelites should have Uttle boys, 
they should be thrown into the river. 

A man named Amram had a very fine little 
boy ; and Jochebed, Amram's wife, hid this ghild 
for three months : but as Jochebed knew the 
Egyptians would find him at last, and drown 
him, she made an ark, a kind of cradle, of 
bulrushes, into which she put her babe, and laid 
him by the river side, trusting in God to pre- 
serve him. Soon after Jochebed left him, 
Pharaoh's daughter came that way, and, feel- 
ing pity for the little innocent," she took him 
home, and brought him up as her own child, 
and gave him the name of Moses, and she em- 
ployed his mother Jochebed to nurse him ; who, 
as Moses grew up, taught him to worship the 
true and only God, and to abhor idols : but 
the Egyptian people were all idolators. 
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1%e History of Moses and the Israelites — 

continued. 

When Moses was grown up, he kept to the 
worship of the true God : and God loved Mo- 
ses, and told him he should bring the people 
of Israel out of Egypt ; and that they should 
go and possess the land of Canaan, and become 
a great nation, as God had promised to Abra- 
ham, Isaac, and Jacob ; and God commanded 
Moses to tell the people of Israel, that he would 
certainly deUver them from their cruel bondage. 

God also commanded Moses to take his bro- 
ther Aaron with him, and go to Pharaoh, and 
tell him, that the people of Israel must go to 
sacrifice to God in the wilderness, 

Moses and Aaron did as the Lord God com-^ 
manded ; but Pharaoh was in a great rage, 
Mdd said, he did not fear the Lord God, and 
the people should not go. So the Lord God 
wrought very wonderful things, and sent many 
plagues, to make Pharaoh and the people of 
J^gypt fear him ; and the Lord God, at last, 
killed all their eldest sons in one night. Pharaoh 
then let the ' Israelites go : but soon after they 
were gone, he said they should not serve the 
Lord God, they should serve him : so he got 
his vmy together and went after them, to the 
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jborders of the Red Sea; but the Lord God 
caused the waters of the Red Sea to divide, so 
that the Israehtes went through the midst of the 
sea, on dry land, at Pihahiroth ; and as soon as 
the Egyptians went after them, the Lord God 
brought the waters back again, and drowned them 
all: and the peopid of Israel got safe to th0 
^ Other side, and pursued their journey. 



2%c History of Moses and the Israelites'^ 

continued. 

When the Lord God delivercid the Israeliteii 
6ut of Egypt, he took them for his own people, 
and appointed Moses to be their leader. And 
the Lord God caused a cloudy pillar to go 
before the people, to show them which way 
he chose th^y should go* Sometimes the peo- 
ple followed the advice of Moses, but very often 
they were ill-humoured, though God did wonders 
for them. Twice, when thdy were very thirsty* 
and could not get water, the Lord caused a 
fountain to flow from a stony rock. The Lord 
also rained manna froiti heavpn for them every 
day, to serve them for bread : and at length 
they came safely to a mountain called Mount 
Sinai : and God called to Moses to -come up 
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to the top of the mountain, and there the Lord 
spake the words of the Ten Commandments, 
in the hearing of the people. These com- 
mandments the Lord afterwards wrote upon 
two tables of stone, and gave them to Moses. 
^Vhen Moses came down from the mountain, 
his face shone so bright, that the people could 
not look at him ; and it is for this reason Moses 
is always drawn with rays darting from each 
side of his head. 

When Jacob left Canaan to go into the land 
of Egypt, his whole family of sons and grand- 
eons, with Joseph and his sons, amounted to 
no more than threescore and ten : when the 
Israelites were numbered in the wilderness, two 
years after they left Egypt, there were many 
thousands of them ; for the Lord fulfilled his 
promises that he would multiply them greatly. 



A short account of the Tabernacle^ and the 
Priest and Sacrifices. 

When God had giv6n Moses the command- 
ments and other* laws, he told him to make 
a Tabernacle, which was a sort of tent, for 
public worship ; and the Lord gave Moses 
instructions how to make it. The Lord also 
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sacrifices, and many other things ; and directed 
him what kinds of things to offer upon, the altar. 
The Lord also commanded Moses to anoint 
Aaron, his brother, to be the High Priest, and 
Aaron's sons to be priests under him ; and 
directed Moses to have holy garments made for 
Aaron and his sons. The Lord also commanded 
Moses to set apart the whole tribe of Levi for 
the service of the Tabernacle ; all which Moses 
did, as. the Lord commanded. 

And when tlie Tabernacle was set up, and 
the priests sanctified, and every thing set in 
order, and the sacrifices offered, the glory of 
the Lord filled the Tabernacle, which was a 
token to the people that the Lord God ap- 
proved of all that was done. 

The principal thing that was kept in tlie Ta-- 
bernacle, was the Ark of the Covenant — a small 
chest, covered with gold ; the lid of which was 
called the Mercy Seat. In this Ark were de- 
posited the two Tables of the Law, written by 
the Lord God himself. Over the Tabernacle, 
while the people of Israel were journeying 
through the wilderness, was the pillar of the 
cloud : when the Lord caused the pillar to 
remove, the people knew that they were to go 
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on ; when it stopped, ttey knew that they were 
to set up the Tabernacle^ and ta pitch their 
tents : and a very beautiful sight it was to behold 
the camp of Israel, with thei Tabernacle in the 
midst of it. And the people of Israel were 
the greatest nation upon earthy for they were the 
chosen people of the Lord. 



The History of the Rebellion of the People of 

Israel. 

If the people of Israel had been faithful and 
obedient to the Lord, he would have suffered 
them to go dirfectly to the land of Canaan,- 
and take possession of it ; but though the Lord 
Wrought so many miracles for them, as soon 
as they were in any difficulty, they murmured 
against him ; and on one occasion, they rebelled 
against the Lord, and proposed to choose a 
captain for themselves, and go back to Egypt. 

On account of their wickedness and ingrati-* 
tude, the Lord said that all the meii who came 
out] of Egypt, excepting Joshua and Caleb, who 
were faithful, should die in the wilderness, and 
not enter into the promised land : bttt that the 
next generation, tlie children of the men who 
rebelled, should take possession of Canaan# 
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It happened as the Lord had threatened; 
all" those who came out of Egypt died in the 
wilderness, excepting Caleb and Joshua; but 
those who died, left a great number of their 
posterity behind them. 

When Aaron was an old man, the Lord com- 
manded him to go up to Mount Hor ; and x\aron 
died on Mount Hor ; and Eleazar, his son was 
made High Priest in his stead. 

Moses brought the people to the borders ot 
the promised land: and God gave him a view 
of it from Mount Pisgah, but he did not enter 
it. After Moses had written all the laws which 
the Lord God had given on Mount Sinai, for the 
people of Israel, he died m the land of Moabf 
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The History of Joshua^ 

Before the death of Moses, the Lord God 
appointed Joshua to succeed him as the gover- 
nor of the people of Israel. Joshua was a very 
good man, and in great favour with God. 

After the death of Moses, the Lord spake 
unto Joshua, and said, that he would put the 
people of Israel in possession of the land he 
had pron^ised to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, 
for the nation that was to proceed from them, 
if they would b^ faithful and obedient, 
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Joshua informed the people of the Lord's com- 
mand and promise, and they all declared that they 
would serve the Lord all the days of their lives. 

Then jthe Lord commanded Joshua to go 
against the city of Jericho, which lay on the 
other side of the river Jordan ; and when the 
priests who carried the Ark of the Covenant 
dipped their feet in the river, as the Lord had 
commanded them, the waters of Jordan divided 
and stood on a heap on the right hand and on 
the left, as the Red Sea had done before, when 
the people of Israel were delivered out of Egypt- 

The priests then carried the Ark into the 
midst of the river, and stood still, till the people 
had all passed over : and then they set up, in the 
midst of the river, twelve stones, as memorials of 
the miracle of dividing the waters. As soon te 
the Ark was carried to the opposite shore, the 
waters of Jordan returned to tlieir course. 



The History of Joshua — continued. 

When, the priests set forward with the Ark, 
the people, led on by Joshua, followed it; and 
they went to the city of Jericho, as the Lord 
commanded. The city gates were close shut 
up ; for the king and people of Jericho were 
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afraid of the Israelites. The Lord commanded 
Joshua to do nothing more for six days tlian to 
follow after the Ark, which the priests were to 
caxry round the city in silence ; but the Lord 
commanded, that on the seventh day the priests 
should blow tlieir trumpets and the people shout. 
All this was done as the Lord commanded ; 
and, as soon as the people shouted, the walls 
of thjB city fell flat to the ground ; and the army 
of Israel destroyed the wicked people of Jericho, 
as the Lord commanded, because they set 
themselves against the only hving God, and 
worshipped idols. 

The people of Israel gained many other victo- 
ries, and got possession of many parts of Ca- 
naan ; and tlie whole land was divided amongst 
them by lot, in the days of Joshua ; and the 
people served the Lord as long as Joshua lived, 
and promised this faithful leader that they would 
always do so. At length in a good old age 
Joshua died, and the people mourned greatly 
for the loss of him. 



The History of Samson. 

After the death of Joshua, the next genera- 
tion of the people of Israel, instead of keeping 
faithful to the Lord God, often joined with the 
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nations of Canaan in the worship of idols, and 
those who came after did the same ; and instead 
of destroying the nations which were left in 
the land, they let them remain. To punish the 
Israelites for their idolatry, the Lord suffered 
some of these nations to oppress them ; but 
whenever they turned to the Lord, he raised 
them up a deliverer, and gave them the victory 
over their enemies. 

Amongst the most powerful of their enemies 
were the Philistines ; and when the people ex- 
pected to be cut off by the PhiUstines, the Lord 
raised up a mighty man, whose name was-Samson, 
to begin to deHver them. 

To Samson the Lord gave such surprising 
strength, that he could kill a lion as easily as if 
it were a lamb, and could fight with hundreds of 
men at once. At one time Samson let the Phi- 
listines take him prisoner, and bind him fast with 
strong cords, which he broke as if theyTiad been 
burnt with fire ; another time he took the gates 
of the city of Gaza, in which he was shut up, and 
carried them on his shoulder, though they were 
secured with bars of iron. But Samson was not 
a good man ; he did things he ought not to have 
done, and forgot for what purpose his strength 
was given him. So the Lord, for a short time, 
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took his strength from him, and delivered him 
into the hands of the Philistines, who put out 
his eyes, and shut him up in prison. 

Samson was then very sorry, and prayed to 
God tp give him his strength again, that he 
might be revenged of his enemies ; and because 
the Philistines were - so wicked, God granted 
Samson's prayer. 

The Philistine^ did not know that Samson's 
strength was come again, and they knew he 
could not see to fight against them: so one 
day they sent for Samson to the temple of their 
idol Dagon, to make sport with him, and insult 
the God of Israel; but, whilst they were doing 
this, Samson laid hold of the two pillars which 
supported the roof of the building, and pulled 
it down upon the heads of all who were in it. 
Because he had not himself been faithful, the 
Lord suffered Samson to perish with his enemies. 



The History of the Prophet Samuel. 

In the days of Eh, who was High Priest and 
also Judge of Israel, there was in the land of 
Israel a very good woman, named Hannah, who 
had no children, which made her unhappy ; for 
she wished for some, that she might teach them 
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to lo\^e and serve God ; so she prayed to God, 
that he would please to let her have a child. 
Hannah's prayer was granted, and she had a son, 
whom she named Samuel. 

^As soon as Samuel could speak, his mother 
taught him to fear and love God ; and when 
he was four years old, she brought him to Eli, 
the High Priest, to Shiloh, where the Ark was, 
and told Eh, that as God granted her that son, 
because she prayed for him, she wished to have 
him spend his whole hfe in serving God; so Eh 
took him to live with him in the House of God, 
and Samuel grew wiser and better every year. 

At length God made Samuel his prophet: that 
is, God employed Samuel to tell the people what 
God chose they should do : and Samuel judged 
Israel several years, till at last the people of Israel 
insisted upon having a king, which % was very 
foolish and wicked; because, as they were the 
great nation that proceeded from Abraham, Isaac, 
and Jacob, the Lord himself was their king ; he 
gave them laws and commandments, and helped 
tliem, when they fought against the idolatrous 
nations. Samuel was very unwilling that tlie 
Israelites should have a king, but the Lord said 
to him, that it should be as they desired ; he 
would give them a king. 
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The History of Said, the first King of Israel. 

The man whom the Lord chose to be king of 
Israel, was Saul, the son of Kish, of the tribe of 
Benjamin ; and Samuel was commanded by the , 
Lord to anoint him. 

Just at this time, Saul was travelling in search 
of some asses his father had lost ; and he went to 
Ramah, to the house of Samuel, who anointed 
him as the Lord had commanded : Saul did not 
wish to be a king, so he went home, and said 
nothing of the matter. 

At length, however, Saul was obliged to come 
forth, and Samuel presented him to the people, 
saying to them, " See the king whom the Lord 
hath chosen, that there is none like him among 
the people:" for Saul was higher than any of the 
people from his shoulders and upwards. And alJ 
the people shouted and said, " God save the 
King!" 

So Saul reigned over Israel; and at first he 
was a very good king, and fought valiantly 
against their enemies, and subdued them ; but af- 
terwards he grew proud, and disobeyed the com* 
mands of the Lord; on which, Samuel the 
prophet was sent to tell him, that the Lord 
would take his blessing from him, and give it to a 



man that was better than himself. From this 
time, Saul had no success ; he could not con- 
quer the enemies^ of Israel, and he was very 
unhappy to the end of his life. 



7%6 History of King David. 

David was the son of a man named Jesse, 
who lived at Bethlehem. David was a very 
good youth, and he loved God with all his heart. 
When Saul proved wicked, Goo chose David 
to be the next king, and sent Samuel to anoint 
him, but did not let him come to the throne 
till after Saul's death. 

When Dayid was a very young man, there 
was war between the Israelites and the Philis- 
tines : amongst the Philistines was a monstrous 
giant named Gohath, of Gath, who terrified Saul 
and all his people very much ; but David, trusting 
in God, went to fight the giant, and was enabled 
to kill GoHath with only a shng and a stone ; 
he then cut off the giant's head with his own 
sword : thus David, by the help of God, deli- 
vered the Israelites from their enemies. 

Saul, after this, was very jealous of David, 
and would have killed him, if the Lord had 
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not many times delivered him out of his hands. 
At length Saul was overcome in battle, and died. 

After Saul's death, David was king of Israel ; 
he became a mighty prince, and continued to 
love the Lord God all his Ufe ; on which ac- 
count, God gave him the honour of conquering 
many heathen nations ; and David built die city 
of Jerusalem, on Mount Sion, and he raised 
the kingdom of Israel to great glory, so that 
it exceeded all the nations on the earth. 

It was the great deUght of David's life, while 
he kept his father's sheep in the wilderness, apd 
while he reigned as king over the people of 
Israel, to play upon his harp, and sing to the 
glory of God ; and he wrote a number of find 
psalms, which are at this time read and sung 
in our churches. 



The Histofy of Absalom* 

David had many sons ; amongst them was 
one named Absalom, who was a very handsome 
young man ; but he liked better to follow idle 
sports than to serve God ; and he did love his 
good father, but courted the people to make him 
king in David's stead ; and numbers were foolish 

l2 
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and wicked enough to join him : so Absalom 
raised an army, and went to fight against his 
father. But David loved this wicked son, and 
though he forced him to fly from Jerusalem, 
David begged all his own officers to save Ab- 
salom's life ; but God would n6t suffer such 
an unduliful son to go unpunished ; so, as Absa- 
lom was riding along, his fine hair, of which he 
was very proud, got entangled in the boughs 
of an oak, and the mule he rode on left him 
hanging by his hair, till Joab, one of David's 
officers, saw Absalom^ and killed him with a 
spear. 

Far from rejoicing at this, David was exceed- 
ingly aflSicted, and when he was told that Absa- 
lom was dead, he lamented greatly, aiid said, 
" O that I had died for thee ! O Absalom, my 
son, my son !" 

When David was a very old man, he made 
one of his sons, whose name was Solomon, king 
in his stead; and shortly after this king David 
died. 



The History of King Solomon. 

Solomon was the wisest man who ever lived 
in the world ; and whilst he esteemed himself 
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as king of Israel by the favour of God, and 
honoured the Lord, as it was his duty to do, he 
was the greatest monarch upon earth ; for all 
surrounding nations were either in subjection to 
him, or in friendship with him ; and he lived in 
the greatest splendour imaginable, and built a 
most magnificent temple for the worship of God 
at Jerusalem, on Mount Moriah, where Abraham 
offered up his son Isaac. This temple remained 
for many years, and was called Solomon's Tem- 
ple. Solomon used to sit upon a fine throne, made 
of ivory and gold, when he judged the people. 

At length, Solomon became vain of his wis- 
dom ; and he married a great many wives out 
of different nations, who prevailed on him to 
set up idols in the land of Israel, and worship 
them ; on which account God was angry, and 
told Solomon, that he would take the kingdom 
from his family, and that he would have taken 
it from him, but for his father David's sake. 
So Solomon lost the favour of God, and was 
unhappy in his old age, to the end of his life. 



The History of Rehoboam. 

King Solomon had a son named Rehoboam, 
who was a very foolish prince ; fox instead of 
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taking the counsel of wise old men how to go-* 
vern his kingdom, when Solomon was dead, he 
took the advice of young persons, and told his 
subjects he would use them ill ; on which a great 
many of them made Jeroboam, one of Solomon's 
officers, their king. 

The kingdom of Israel was now divided into 
two parts ; that under Rehoboam was called the 
kingdom of Judah^ because the tribe of Judah 
kept to him, and so did the tribe of Benjamin. 

The other ten tribes under Jeroboam were 
called the kingdom of Israel. 



The History of Jeroboam. 

Jeroboam was very proud and wicked ; and 
^ he made two golden calves for the people to 
sacrifice to instead of God, and set up one in 
Dan, and the other in Bethel ; for he was afraid 
that if they should go to the temple at Jerusalem, 
they would forsake him, and return to Rehoboam. 
But as Jeroboam was offering a sacrifice to 
the calf at Bethel, in the same manner as the 
priests of the Lord did to Goo in the temple, 
there came a prophet to him, who was sent from 
God, to tell him that his altar would certainly be 
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destroyed : on this, Jeroboam put out his hand to 
lay hold on the prophet ; but God caused Jero- 
boam's hand to wither, and the altar was im- 
mediately split in pieces. 

Terrified by these miracles, Jeroboam entreated 
the prophet to pray for him ; who did so, and his 
hand was restored : yet Jeroboam did not return 
from his evil ways, but taught the Israelites to be 
idolaters, lliis king built the city of Samaria. 

After the death of Jeroboam, a number of 
kings reigned over Israel. 

And after the death of Rehoboam, a number 
of kings reigned over Judah ; but the glory of 
the nation was taken away, because the king and 
people did not serve and obey God truly. 



The History of the Prophet Elijah. 

One of the kings of Israel was named Ahab ; 
he was a wicked man, and his queen, who was 
named Jezebel, hated the Lord, and worshipped 
idols. In the days of Ahab and Jezebel, Uved 
Elijah, who was a very good man; and God 
made him a prophet — ^that is, God sent him to 
foretel things that were to come to pass at a fu- 
ture time ; and also to tell the king and people 
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of Israel, that they must worship and serve the 
Lord, and forsake idols. Ahab tind his wicked 
queen Jezebel were so angry with Elijah for 
this, that they wanted to kill him ; so God "bade 
him go to a certain place, where they could 
not find him. Here Elijah had nothing to eat ; 
but God made ravens carry to him, every morn- 
ing and evening, bread and meat. 

After this, the Lord commanded the prophet 
to go to Zerephath, a city of Zidon, where he 
would meet with a widow who would sustain 
him. When Elijah arrived at this place, he 
found a poor woman gathering up sticks; and 
he begged her to give him a little water to 
drink ; and as she was going to fetch it, he 
asked her to bring him also a morsel of bread : 
but the poor widow told him, the famine was 
so great in the land, she had notliing left for 
herself and her. son, but a mere handful of 
meal and a little oil, which she was going to 
make into a cake, and bake it, that she and 
her son might eat their last morsel together, 
.and then lie down and die. But Elijah, being 
inspired of the Lord, desired her to make him 
a cake first, and promised her, in the name of 
the Lord, that if she did so at his command, the 
barrel of meal should not waste, nor the cruse 
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of oil fail, till the Lord sent rain on the earth. 
This poor woman, though she was a heathen, 
believed the Lord's word, and did as he com- 
manded by his prophet ; and her meal and her 
oil held out, as the prophet foretold, till the 
famine ceased, though she, and Elijah, and 
her son, had nothing else to live upon ; and 
afterwards, when the widow's son died, he was 
restored to life again at the prayer of Elijah. 
So the woman knew by these miracles that he 
was a man of God, that is, a prophet. 



Elijah taken up to Heaven. 

Elijah continued faithful to God all his life ; 
and, though he knew the king and queen want- 
ed to kill him, he went wherever God bade him, 
and did all Goo commanded him to do, and was 
a prophet a number of years. At length, be.- 
cause he had been so good, God told Elijah he 
should not die ; but he would take him up 
into heaven : and Elijah was taken up in the 
clouds, as in a chariot of .fire ; so his enemies 
knew that God could save his servants from 
their rage ; and those who loved God learned 
that there was a place of glory for them. 
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the people who did not fall by the sword, were 
carried away captives. Thus an end was put 
to the kingdom of Judah. But the Lord pro- 
mised by his prophets, that, after seventy years, 
he would bring the people back to their own 
land again, and that they should rebuild their 
city and their temple. This the Lord had 
yesolved to do for the sake of David, and for 
the fulfilling of his promises to Abraham, Isaac, 
and Jacob. 



The History of the Prophet Daniel. 

Amongst"^ those who were carried captive into 
Babylon, before the time of Zedekiah, were 
four young men, whose names were Daniel, 
Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah ; but Nebuchad* 
nezzar changed their names to Belteshazzar, 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. They were 
all very good young men, and rather chose to 
live upon bread and water than to eat of things 
which God had forbidden the Israelites to eat; 
for which God blessed them, and they were as 
hesdthy and strong as those who were weU fed. 
.And the Lord chose Daniel to be a prophet, 
and inspired him to foretel a great many won- 
derful changes that were to happen in the earth ; 
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of which you will read an account in the lessons 
of Ancient History. 

Daniel rose to great honour, and he was ia 
high favour with Darius, king of Persia, who 
made him a prince : but some wicked people 
persuaded this king to give orders, that nobody 
should say their prayers for thirty days, under 
pain of being thrown into a den of lions ; still 
Daniel kept on praying to God as usual, for 
which he was thrown into the den. King Darius 
was very sorry, and lay awake all night thinking 
of him ; in the morning he gpt up very early, 
and went to the den, where to his great joyj 
he found Daniel alive and well ; for God had 
kept the lions from hurting him ! Then he waa 
taken out, and his enemies thrown in, and the 
lions tore them to pieces in an instant. 



\ 
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The History of the Return of the Jews, 

The Israelites were called Jews when they 
were captives in Babylon. At the end of seventy 
years from the time Jerusalem was destroyed by 
Nebuchadnezzar, the Jews were set at liberty 
by Cyrus, who founded the Persian monarchy^ 
This king, having great reverence for the Lord 
God, gave the Jews leave to go back to their 
own land, and rebuild the city of Jerusalem 
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tlas, and his wife's name was Elizabeth ; they 
were very pious, good people, but were growa 
old without having a child, which was a grief 
to them. 

As Zacharias was burning incense in the 
temple at Jerusalem, according to his office as 
a priest, an angel appeared to him standing by 
the altar. And when Zacharias saW him he was 
troubled, and fear fell upon him. But the angel 
said, Fear not, Zacharias, for thy prayer is 
heard, and thy wife Elizabeth shall bear thee a 
6on, and thou shalt call his name Jc^n : and 
thou shalt have joy and gladness, and many 
shall rejoice at his birth ; for he shall go before 
the Lord God, to prepare his way, and make 
the people of Israel ready to receive him when 
he comes to offer salvation to th^m. 

Though Zacharias was told by an angel from 
heaven, that he should have a son who would 
be the messenger of the Lord, as the prophet 
Elijah had been, he doubted whether it would 
come to pass or not ; then the angel said unto 
him, I am Gfabriel that stand in the presence 
of God, and am sent to speak unto thee, and 
sAiow thee these glad tidings* And behold, thou 
shalt be dumb, and not able to speak^ until the 
day that these things are performed, becausQ 
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thou belie vest hot my words, which shall be fill-' 
filled in due time. And it happened to Zacha- 
ria^r as the angel had said unto him ; he imme-> 
diately lost his. speech, and soon after returned 
to his own house. 

And Elizabeth had a son, as the aiigel Gabriel 
had foretold; and as soon as Zacharias had 
written down that the child should be named 
John, his speech was restored, and he praised 
God for his mercy and goodness* 



The Angel Gabriel delivering a Message ftom 
God to the Virgin Mary. 

About six months afler the angel Gabriel 
had appeared to Zacharias in the temple, he 
was sent from God unto a city of Galilee, called 
Nazareth, to a virgin, who had promised to be 
the wife of a man named Joseph ; and the 
virgin's name was Mary. And the angel said 
unto her, Hail ! thou that art highly favoured, 
the Lord is with thee ; blessed art thou among 
women ! 

And when Mary saw him, she was troubled^ 
And tiie angel said unto her, Fear not, Mary, 
for thou hast found favour with God ; and be- 



140 

hold, thou sh&lt have a son, atid^ shalt call his 
name JESUS. He shall be greats and shall be 
called the Soh of die Highest. Then Mary be- 
lievedi and said, Behold the handmaid of the 
Lord ! be it unto me according to ihy wordw 
And thb angel departed from her. 

And ah angel appeared uiito J^osdph her hus-^ 
band in a dream, saying unto him, Joseph thoil 
Son of David^ fear not to take unto thee Mary ' 
thy wife. She shall have a son, ami thou stedt 
call his natiie Jesus, for he shall save his peoplel 
from their sins. 

Then Josefph, being raised from sleeps di<i 
aa the angel of the Lord had bidden him. 

And before the birth of th6 Holy Infant^ 
Joseph, being of the family of king Davidj 
Went with Mary his wife^ from Nazareth in 
Galilee to Bethlehem in Judea, which was the 
city of David^ to be taxed^ by Command^ of 
Augustus Caesar the Ronian eraperon But the 
fcity being full of people, who came to be 
taxed, Joseph and Mary were obliged to lodge in 
a stable, because there was no room for them 
in th6 inn \ and in this mean place the HolV 
Child, whos6 birth the angel Gabriel had fore- 
told, was born ; and his mothei" wrapped him 
in swaddling clothes^ and laid him in a manger^ 
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The Shepherds relating to Joseph and Mary what 
the Angel had revealed to them concerning the 
Holt Infant, 

In the country of Judea, near to the city of 
Bethlehem, there were certain Shepherds watch- 
ing their flocks by night. And, lo ! the angel 
of the Lord stood by them, and the glory of 
the Lord shone round about them, and they 
were sore afraid. And the angel said unto 
them, Fear not ; for behold, I bring you good 
tidings of great joy, which shall be to you and 
to all people. For unto you is born tiiis day, 
in the city of David, a Saviour, which is Christ 
the Lord, And this shall be a sign for you, 
ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling 
dothes, lying in a manger. 

And suddenly there was with the apgel a 
multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and 
saying, Glory to God in thb highest, and 

ON EARTH PEACE, GOOP WILL TOWARDS MEN, 

And it came to pass, as the angels were gone 
away from thein into heaven, the shepherds 
said ope to another. Let us now go even unto 
jBethlehem, and see this thing which is come 
to pass, which the Lord hath made kjiown unto 
us. And going to Bethlehem, they found Mary 
fMa4 Joseph with the Holy Babe, who vfdA 
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lying in a manger, wrapped in' swaddling clothes. 
And when the shepherds had related to Joseph 
and Mary what they had seen and heard, they 
departed, and made known abroad these wonder- 
ful things, concerning the birth of Christ the, 
Lord. And all who heard them were astonished. 



Jesus presented in the Temple ^ and made known 
as Ihe Saviour to Simeon and Anna* 

On the eighth day after his birth, the Holt 
Child was named Jesus, as the angel who 
appeared to Mary before his birth had said. 
And shortly afterwards Mary and Joseph brought 
him to the Temple at Jerusalem, to present him 
to the Lord ; and behold, there was a good man 
in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon, and it 
had been revealed unto him by the Holy Ghost, 
that he should not die before he had seen the 
Lord's Christ, 

And Simeon went, by the guidance of the 
Holy Spirit,, into the Temple, when Mary and 
Joseph brought in the child Jesus, to present 
him, and to make an offering of two turtle doves, 
or two young pigeons, according to the Law of 
Moses. 

Then Simeon, knowing by the Holy Ghost, 
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that the child Jesus was the Christ, took him 
in his amis, and blessed God, and said, Lord, 
now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace ac« 
cording to thy word, for mine eyes have seen thy 
salvation. 

And there was also a very good woman named 
Anna, who spent much time in the temple, in 
prayer and fasting ; to her, also, it was revealed 
by the Holy Spirit, that the child Jesus was 
the Christ, and she spoke of him to all the good 
pjBople she knew, who were expecting, from the 
prophecy of Daniel, that Christ would soon 
come into the world, to redeem his people 
from their sins, and bring salvation. 



The Wise Men's Offering. 

At the time Christ came into the world, 
there was no nation but the Jews who worship- 
ped the true God ; all the other nations worship- 
ped idols, and they were, on this account, called 
Heathens and Gentiles, but there were some 
good people among them who worshipped the 
Lord ; and the prophets had foretold that a 
Holy Child should be born, in whom all the 
famiUes of the earth should be blessed, by his 
being a Saviour to them all* And just at the 
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time of Christ's birth, God had made known to 
some wise men in the eastern part of the world, 
who were also good men, though they were of 
a Gentile nation, that if they would follow a star, 
which they should see move before them in 
the heavens, it should lead them to a King of 
the Jews, to whom they wero to pay homage. 
The wise men did as they were commanded, and 
took a long journey ; at length, being arrived 
in Judea, tiiey made inquiry, saying. Where is 
he that is born King of the Jews, for we have 
seen his star in the east, and are come . to 
worship him. When Herod the king heard this, 
he was troubled, lest the kingdom should be 
taken from him ; so he sent for the priests and 
asked them, where the prophets had foretold 
that Christ should be born : they told him he 
would be born in Bethlehem of Judea. On this, 
Herod, deceitfully, sent the wise men to Beth- 
lehem to seek for him, saying, When ye have 
found the young child, bring me word, that I 
may go and worship hinj also ; but he had no 
such design. 

As soon as the wise men set out from Herod, " 
the star appeared before them, and they followed 
it till it stopped directly over the house where 
the infant J£sus was, and they rejoiced exceed^ 
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ingly : and though they found the Holy Child 
in a mean habitation, they fell down and wor- 
shipped him, and presented unto him kingly 
gifts, gold, and frankincense, and myrrh; but 
being warned by God not to return to Herod, 
they departed into their own country another 
way. 

Then Herod sent, in a fury, and had all tlie 
young children in Bethlehem, who were under 
two years of age, put to death, hoping amongst 
them to destroy the new-born King of the Jews. 
But Joseph had been commanded of Goo, to 
rise by night and depart from Bethlehem, and 
go into the land of Egypt, and there abide till 
they were dead who sought the young child's Ufe. 

And when Herod was dead, the Lord com- 
manded Joseph to go back to tlie land of Israel ; 
and he returned with the Holy Child and his 
mother, and they abode in the city of Nazareth. 



Jesus conversing xoith the Doctors in the 

Temple, 

According to the Law given to Moses by 
the Lord on Mount Sinai, all the men of Israel 
went to Jerusalem every year, at the feast of 
the Passover, and they usually took their wives 
with them, and such of their children as were 
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twelve years old. And when the young people 
were thirteen, their parents took them again, 
to be examined by the Doctors. 

When Jesus was twelve years old, he went 
np to Jerusalem, at the Passover, with his mother 
and Joseph ; but instead of returning with them, 
he stayed behind. As soon as they missed him, 
they went back to Jerusalem, and, after search- 
ing for him three days, they found him in the 
Temple, sitting in the midst of the Doctors, 
both hearing them and asking them questions. 
And all the Doctors were astonished at his un- 
-derstanding and answers, for he was able to 
explain the Laws of God far better than the 
most learned Doctors themselves, because he 
was the Son of God and taught by his heavenly 
Father. 

After this, Jesus went back to Nazareth with 
Joseph and Mary, and^as subject to them, that 
he might set an example to children to be dutifiil 
to their parents. 



John the Baptisi preaching in the Wilderness. 

And it came to pass, many years after Jesus 
conversed with the Doctors at Jerusalem, the 
time being at hand for him to appear as Christ 
the Son of God^ that John the son of Zachariaa^ 
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being commanded of Goo to enter on his office 
as the messenger of the Lord, went forth 
preaching in the wilderness of Judea, and say- 
ing, Repent ye, for the kingdom of heaven is 
at hand. 

And John was clothed, like the prophets of 
old, in a coarse garment made of camel's hair, 
fastened with a leathern girdle ; and instead 
of dainty food, his meat was locusts, a kind of 
large grasshopper, and honey, made by wild 
bees, in the clefts of rocks or hollow trees. 

And great multitudes of people went out to 
he^ John ; and all such as confessed themselves 
to be sinners, and promised to amend their lives, . 
he baptized in the river Jordan, in token that 
their sins were forgiven. Many people thought 
that John was himself the Christ ; but he said 
anto them all, I, indeed, baptize you with water 
unto repentance, but there cometh one after me, 
whose shoes I am not worthy to stoop down - 
and unloose. He shall baptize you with the 
Holy Ghost, and with fire. He will gather 
the good people together, as a husbandman 
gathers the wheat into his barn to be preserved ; 
and will condemn the wicked to unquenchable 
fire, as the husbandman casts out the chaff to 
be consumed, because it is good for nothing. 
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Soon after John began lo preach and baptize, 
Jesus came from GaUlee to be baptized by 
him ; but John said unto Jesus, I have need tQ 
be baptized of thee, and comest diou to me? 
Jesus said, Suffer it to be so now ; for thus it 
becometh us to fulfil all righteousness. Then 
John baptized him. 

When Jesus went up out of the water, the 
heavens were opened, and he saw the Spirit 
of God descending and lighting upon him ; and 
there came a voice from heaven, saying, Thia 
is my BELOVED Son, in whom I am well pleased. 
From that time, John bear witness to Jesus, say- 
ing, This is He of whom I spake, whose shoeS I 
am not worthy to unloose. He is the Son of God, 



Our Saviour in the Wilderness^ Angels minis- 
tering unto him. 

And Jesus being full of the Holy Spirit^ 
returned from Jordan, and knowing it was th6 
will of his heavenly Father that he should be 
tempted of the Devil, he went into the wilder- 
ness, and when he had fasted forty days and 
forty nights, he was afterwards an hungered. 
And the Devil came unto him, and promised 
that he would give him all the kingdoms of the 
world, and the glory of them, if he would fall 
down and worship him, hoping by his tempta- 
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tions, to persuade Jesus to commit sin, that 
he might prevent his being the Saviour of Man- 
kind. But Jesus despised, all the pomps and 
vanities of the world ; he looked for that hea- 
venly kingdom which was provided for mankind, 
and over which he was to reign for ever ; and 
he resolved to endure all sorrows, and even to 
suffer death upon the cross, rather than forfeit 
that kingdom, and hinder mankind of tlie hap- 
piness and glory he was to purchase for them* 
Jesus, therefore, said to the tempter, Get thee 
behind me, Satan ; it is written. Thou shalt 
worship the Lord thy God, and him only shalt 
thou serve. Then the Devil left him, and angels 
came and ministered to him, or attended on 
him, as the Son of God. 

Soon after this, Andrew, and Simon his bro- 
ther (who was afterwards called Simon Peter), . 
Philip and Nathaniel, came to Jesus to be hi? 
disciples or scholars, that they might learn his 
doctrine, and know how to obtain a place in 
the kingdom of heaven. 



Jesus performs his first Miracle at the Marriage 

Feast at Cana. 

In order to prove that he was really the 

Christ the Son of God, Jesus was to work 

n2 
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many miracles, or wonderful works, such as no 
man or angel could possibly perform. 

The first miracle He wrought was at a mar- 
riage feast, to which He, and Mary his mother, 
and his disciples, were invited, at Cana in Ga- 
lilee. 

Before the feast was over, the wine was all 
gone. Mary said unto Jesus, They have no 
wine ; and she said to the servants. Whatsoever 
he sayeth unto you, do it. Now there were in 
the room six large water-pots. Jesus said unto 
the servants. Fill the water-pots with water; 
and they filled them up to the brim. ITien he 
said. Draw out, and bear to the governor of 
the feast. The servants did as he commanded ; 
and, behold ! what they drew out of the water-pots 
was turned into good wine ! This was a wonder- 
ful miracle, and none but the Son of God could 
have performed it. 



The Miraculous Draught of Fislies. 

As Jesus stood one day by the lake of Gen- 
nesaret, the multitude pressed upon him to hear 
him, and he saw two little ships or fishing boats 
aground near the edge ; but the fishermen were 
on shore washing their nets. And he entered 
into one of the ships, which was Simon Peter's, 
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«tnd desired that he would put off a little 
from the land; and Jesus sat down and taught 
the people out- of the ship. Now when he 
h9d done preaching to the people, Jesus said 
unto Simon Peter, Launch out into the deep, 
and let down your nets for a draught. And 
Simon Peter answered, Master, we have toil- 
ed all night, and have taken nothing ; never- 
theless, at thy word, I will let down the net. 

And having done this, they enclosed such 
a multitude of fishes, that their net brake. 
And Simon Peter, and Andrew, his brother, 
beckoned unto their partners, which were in 
the other, ship that they should ^ome and 
help them. And they came and laded both 
the boats so that they began to sink. When 
Simon Peter saw this, he fell down at Jesus* 
knees, crying, Depart from me, O Lord ! for 
I am a sinful man : for he was struck with 
fear and surprise, and all who were with 
him, at the miraculous draught of fishes which 
they bad taken ; particularly James and John, 
the sons of Zebedee, who were partners with 
Simon. And when the vessels were come to 
land, Peter and Andrew, James and John, 
followed Jesus, he having chosen and called 
them to be his Apostles, that they might hear 
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his doctrine, see his miracles, and bear witness 
that he was really the Christ the Son of God. 



7%e Nobleman beseeching Christ to cure his 

Son. 

When Jesus came again into Cana of Gahlee 
where he made the water wine ; there was a cer- 
tain nobleman, whose son was sick at Capernaum. 
When he heard that Jesus was come out of Judesi 
into Galilee, he went unto him, and besoi^t him 
that he would come down and heal his son, for he 
was at the point of death. Then Jesus said 
unto him. Except ye see signs and wonders, ye 
will not believe. The nobleman said unto him, 
Sir, come down, ere my child die. Jesus saith 
unto him. Go thy way, thy son liveth. And 
the nobleman believed the word that Jesus had 
spoken unto him, and he went his way. And 
his servants met him and told him, saying, Thy 
son liveth. Then he inquired of his servants 
what time his son began to amend : and they 
said unto him. Yesterday at the seventh hour, the 
fever left him. So the father knew that it was 
at the same hour in the which Jesus said unto 
him. Thy son liveth ; and himself, and his whole 
household believed that Jesus had power to^do 
all things. 
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From that time, Jesus began to preach and 
to say, The kingdom of heaven is at hand ; 
repent ye, and believe the Gospel. 



Jesus conversing tvtth Nicodemus. 

The Jewish Rulers and Doctors were very 
proud, and did not like that any person should 
pretend to preach doctrines different from their 
own. When they heard that Jesus was followed 
as a Teacher, they were envious of him, and 
resolved to put a stop to his preaching; but 
there was one among the Rulers, named Nicode- 
mus, who was of a very candid disposition, and 
he had a mind to converse with Christ, yet 
without the others knowing it. lest they should 
be spiteful to him. Nicodemus, therefore, went 
privately by night, • and said unto him. Rabbi, or 
Master, we know that thou art a teacher come 
from God, for no man can do these miracles that 
ttiou doest, except Goo be with him. Then 
Jesus discoursed with Nicodemus some time, 
and told him, among many other things, which 
he had never heard before, that God so loved the 
world, that he had sent his Son into it, to give 
everlastinof life to all who would beheve in him 
as a Saviour, and follow his doctrine ; but that 
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there would be many wicked people in the worlds 
who would not believe in the Son of God, who 
was come down from heaven. 



Our Saviour and the Woman of Samaria. 

Part of the Jewish rulers were Pharisees and 
part Sadducees ; these two sects disagreed with 
each other in some points of religion, but they 
all agreed in setting themselves against the doc- 
trine of Christ ; and the Pharisees, in particular, 
were very spiteful to him, and wished to put hun 
to death. 

When our Saviour was going into Galilee, 
he turned out of his road to avoid the Pharisees, 
because the time was not yet come for him to 
give vp^ his Kfe for the sins of the world ; and 
he passed through Samaria. . The people who 
inhabited this country were called Samaritans ; 
they followed the Law of Moses in many things, 
but differed from tlie Jews in some matters; 
which occasioned such hatred betwixt them, that 
a Jew would not so much as converse with a 
Samaritan. 

When our Lord had walked a great way, he 
sat down to rest by the side of a well, called 
Jacob's well, because it had once belonged to 
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ihat Patriarch. And there came a woman of 
Samaria to draw water. Our Lord said to the 
woman. Give me to drink. The woman said unto 
him, How is it that thou, being a Jew, asketh 
drink of me who am a woman of Samaria ? 
Then Jesus told her, that if she would ask of 
him, he would give her limng water, by which he 
meant Salvation. The woman said, that she 
knew the Messiah, who is called Christ, would 
soon come, and teach how God should be wor^ 
shipped. Jesus said unto her, I that speaketh 
unto thee am He. The woman of Samaria be- 
lieved him, and went into the city and told the 
people that she had found the Christ ; and 
many of the Samaritans, besides the woman be- 
lieved on him ; and he staid three days in their 
city, and taught them that God is a Spirit, and 
that they who worship God must worship him 
in spirit and in truth ; and many other things 
Jesus preached to the Samaritans* 



The Paralyttc Man cured. 

And Jesus went about Galilee, teaching in the 
Synagogues, and preaching tlie glad tidings of the 
kingdom of heaven, and proving himself to be the 
Son of God, by healing all manner of sicknesses 
and diseases among the people, by his word alone* 
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And on a certain day, as he was teaching, and 
Mitie of the Pharisees and Doctors, who had 
come a great way to hear him, were sitting by, 
such numbers of people gathered together, that 
there was not room to receive them into the 
house, nor even about the door, 

And a poor man who had lost the use of his 
limbs by the palsy, and was so helpless that he 
required four people to carry him, was brought 
unto Jesus, that he might cure him. 

And when those that bore him found the 
crowd so great, that they could not get admit- 
tance into the house, they got upon the roof, and 
taking off the covering, contrived to let tlie 
poor man down that way into the room, Jesus 
seeing their faith (or belief in his power,) said 
unto the sick of the palsy. Son, be of good cheer, 
thy sins be forgiven thee ; take up thy bed 
and go to thine house. And immediately he 
arose before them all, and took up his bed and 
departed, glorifying God. And they were all 
amazed ; arid they glorified God, and were filled 
with fear, saying. We have seen strange things 
to-day. 

And it came to pass, that after performing 
many wonderful works our Lord went up into 
a mountain to pray to the Father ; and con-r 
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tinued all night in prayer. And when it was dajTi 
he called unto him a number of his disciples ; 
and of them he chose twelve, and these he called 
Apostles, and appointed them to be with hiiQ, to 
hear his doctrine, behold his miracles, and ob^ 
serve his manner of Ufe ; and that he should 
send them out to preach, and to have power to 
heal sicknesses, and do other wonderful works 
in his name. 

And the names of the twelve Apostles were 
these : Simon Peter ; James^ the son of Zebedee, 
and John his brother ; Andrew^ Philip^ Bartikola- 
mew, Matthew, Thonias, James, the son of Al- 
pheus; TTiaddeus, Simon, the Canaanite, and 
Judas Iscatiot. 



Jesus walking on the Sea. 

As Simon Peter and other disciples were one 
night on the sea fishing, the wind was contrary, 
and the vessel was tossed about by the waves. 
When fliey were a great distance from the land, 
his disciples saw Jesus walking on the water, and 
ifrawing nigh unto the ship, and they were terri- 
fied, and they cried out for fear ; and Jesus 
spake unto them, saying, It is I, be not afraid.^ 
And Peter answered and said. Lord, if it be 
thou, bid me ccMne to dice on the water ; and 
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he said. Come. And when Peter was come out 
of the ship, he (through the power of Christ) 
walked on the water Ukewise ; but when he saw 
the wind boisterous, his faith, or beUef in 
Christ's power, failed, he was afraid, and 
beginning to sink, he cried out. Lord save me ! 
And immediately Jesus stretched forth his hand, 
and caught him, saying, O thou of htde faith, 
wherefore didst thou doubt ? 

And when they were come into the ship, 
(he wind ceased : and immediately the diip, 
through the power of Christ, was at the land 
to which they widied to go* And they who 
were in the ship came and worshipped him, 
saying, Of a truth thou art the Son of God. 

And when the men of that place had know- 
ledge of him, they sent out into all that country 
ground about, and brought unto him all that were 
diseased, and besought him that they might only 
touch the hem of his garment ; and as many 
as touched he healed, because they believed 
in him. 



The Widow^s Son raised. 

And it came to pass that Jesus went to a 
tity called Nain, and many of his disciples 
went with him, and much people* And when 



he came nigh to the gate of the city, there was 
a dead man carried out to be buried, and he 
was the only son of his mother, and she was a 
widow, and much people of the city were 
with her. 

And when the Lord saw this poor widow he 
had compassion on her, and said unto her, Weep 
not. And be came and touched the bier, and 
those who bare it stood still; and Jesus said, 
Young man, I say unto thee, arise. And be 
who was dead sat up, and began to speak ; and 
he delivered him to his mother. 

And there came a fear on all ; and they 
glorified God, saying, that a great Prophet is 
risen up among us ; and that Goo has visite4 
his people^ 
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Jesus restoring to life Jairush Doughty. 

One of the Rulers of the Synago^e, Jairus 
by name, came to Jesus and fell at his feet, 
and besought him gready saying, My little 
daughter lieth at the point of death : I pray thee 
eorae and lay thy bands on her, that she may be 
healed, and may live. And Jesus went with him, 
and much people; and there met him some 
from the ruler's house who said. Thy daughter 
is dead ; why tronblest thou the master any 
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powet tD work mintclea^ in his name. And the 
apostles retamed and told him what wonderfid 
Aings they, had cbne ; and he went with them bf 
^tp privately, to a desert place, that they might 
rest ^emselves. Bat the people saw tl^tt ^c^ 
parting, and many ran on foot out of all the^ 
cities, and cwtUB unto him* 

And Jesus, when he saw much people, was 
moved widi compassion, and healed those who 
had need of hesding, because they were as a 
flock of sheep haying no shepherd : and he 
taught them many things. 

And when it grew late, his disciples desired 
him to send the multitude away ; but he said, 
Give ye tliem to eat. Andrew, Simon Peter's 
brother, said, we have a lad here who has five 
barley loaves and two smaJl fishes ; but what 
are they among so many ? And Jesus said. 
Make the men sit down ; so the men sat down, 
in number about five thousand. And Jesus 
took the loaves, and when he had given thanks, 
he distributed to the disciples, and the disciples 
to them that were sat down, and Ukewise of 
the fishes as much as they woukl. And they did 
all eat and were filled. When they were filled, 
he said unto his disciples, Gather up the frag- 
ments that rei^aiii, tkit nothing be lost ; there^ 



fore tliey gadnred them together, and filled 
twelve baskets with the fragments of the five bar-' 
ley loaVesy which remained over and above unto 
them which had eaten. And they were about 
Am0 Ihpusand men, besides women and childreot 
: Then these men, when they had seen the mira** 
cie that Jesus did, beUeved him to be the Christ* 
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Little Children brought to Christ^ that he mght 

bless them. 

And certain persons brought young infants 
unto Jesus, that he might put his hands upon 
them and pray : and his disciples, fearing they 
would be troublesome, rebuked tfiose that brought 
them. But when Jesus saw it, he was much' 
displeased, and said unto them, Suffer 'the little 
children to come unto me, and forbid them not :; 
for of such is the kingdom of heaven. And he 
took them up in his arms, put his hands upon 
them, and blessed them. 

Thus did our Lord encourage all good chil- 
iaeen to look up to him as a Saviour ; but those 
who wish their Saviour to love them, must desire 
to be taught their duty, and must attend, with 
meekness and humility, to the religious instruc* 
tions given them by their parents and teachers, 
or dse Christ vrill not continue to love them* 
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^ Jesus visits Martha and Mary at Bethanyi 

Though our Lord knew that the Jewish rulers 
had formed a design to put hint to death, he 
still resolved to go to JenisaleW, where they 
held their council ; for he Was not afraid of then! 
because he knew they could not hurt him, till 
he should, of his own will, yield himself intd 
their hands. 

As Jesus Was going from Jerusalem^'' he en^ 
tered into a certain village, called Bethany ; and 
a woman, named Martha, received him into her 
house. And she had a sister called Mary, who 
as soon as our Lord entered, laid aside all 
worldly business and sat down at his feet to hear 
his word. But Martha, intent upon giving . a 
feast to lier guest, employed herself in family 
affairs ; and being cumbered with much servings 
she came and said to Jesus, Lord, dost thou 
not care that my sister leaveth me to serve 
done ? bid her, therefore, that she help me. 

- And Jesus answered and said unto hef, Mar- 
tha, Martha, thou art careful and troubled about 
many things ; but one thing is needful : and 
Mary has chosen that good part which shall 
not be taken from her. 

. The one thing needful for . every : person is 
Religion, which ought to have the first place in 
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our thdii^ts, and we ekoold take every oppor- 
tunity of improving ourselves in it. 

Some time after this, Mary, being at a supper 
to which Jesus was invited, took a box of per- 
fumed ointment, which had cost a great deal of 
money, and poured it on his head, according to 
the custom of tlie times, as a mark of respect ; 
and she anointed his feet abo, and wiped them 
with her hair : after which she waited upon our 
Lord at table as a servant, instead of sitting 
down as one of the company, which showed that 
she honoured him very much. 



Christ raiselh Lazarus from the Dead. 

A LITTLE while before Mary anointed our 
Lord's head with ointment, Lazarus, the bro- 
ther of Martha and Mary, was sick. Now 
Jesus loved him, therefore his sister sent to 
entreat him to come to him ; but Jesus went 
not till he knew that Lazarus was dead, because 
he was to glorify God by raising him to life. ' 

And Martha went out to meet Jesus, and when 
she saw him, she said, Lord, if thou hadst been 
here, my brother h^ not died. Jesus said unto 
her, Thy broths ^al]L rise again. Martha called 
her sister Mary, who, when she saw Jesus, fell 
^t Ips feet land said, Loj^d, if thou badst been 



here, my brother had not died* When Jesus 
saw. Mary and her friends weeping, he groaned 
in his spirit, and said, Where have ye laid him ? 
They answered, Lord; come and see. Jesu5» 
wept. Then said the Jews, Behdd, how he loved 
him. 

When they came to the grave, they removed 
the stone from the mouth of it. And Jesus 
cried with a loud voice, Lazarus, come forth ! 
And he that was dead instantly came to life, and 
ciune in his grave clothes. And Jesus said unto 
them, Loose him, and let him go. And many 
of the Jews who came to Mary, and had seen 
the things that Jesus did, believed oh him : but 
some went their way to the Pharisees and told 
them what things Jesus had done. 

And when the chief priests and rulers heard 
of it> they took council together from that day 
forth to put him to death ; and gave " command, 
that if any one fcnew where he was, they should 
inform them that he might be taken. 



Jesus makes his triumphant Entry into Jerusalem. 

Jesus knew the malice of tlie Jews, and he 
tdd his disciples that he should shortly be deUver-- 
ed into the hands of the chief priests and scribes 
who would condemn him to deaths and ^at they 
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wo^ debver him to ^ Gentiles; that be should 
be scourged and spit upon^ and at last kiUed^ 
imt that he should rise to life again the third 
da]r<. Afler this, he instructed them, in many 
things concerning the kingdinn of heaven. 

Amongst the things that were foretold by the 
prophets, it was said, that the Messiah would 
enter Jerusalem as King of Israel, riding upon 
the foal of an ass. Jesus therefore told his 
disciples to go to a certain place, where they 
would find an ass's foal tied, which they were 
to loose and bring to him, and they did so ; and 
they cast their garments on the colt, and they 
set Jesus upon him ; and many spread their 
garments in the way, others cut down branches 
and strewed them in the way ; and they wh^ 
went before, and they who followed after, cried, 
Baying, Hosanna ! blessed is he who cometh in the 
name of &e Lord ! 

And a great multitude of people, when they 
heard that Jesus was coming to Jerusalem, took 
branches of palm trees, and went forth to meet 
faim, and cried, saying, Hosanna 1 blessed is the 
King who cometh in the name of the Loan ! 
And the whole muhkode of the discipim began 
to rejoioe, and to praise God with a loud voice^ 
for a& the mighty works that they had seen. 
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I And Jesus entered into the temple^ and wroo^ 
miracles th^e on the Mind and the lame ; ani 
the children- who were in the t^DOiple cried out, 
Hosanna to the son of David ! being taught hy 
their parents and friends to honour him. 



« 

Jesus eats his Last Supper with his Disciples. 

Jesus having finished his discourses in the 
temple, told his disciples, that at the feast of 
the Passover,, which was just at hand, he should 
be betrayed. 

At that very time, the chief priests and rulers 
were consulting together how they should take 
him, and put him to death. Judas Iscariot, who 
was a very wicked . man, though he was one of 
our Lord's twelve apostles, resolved to betray 
him ; so he went to the chief priests and scribes, 
and offered to deliver Jesus into their hands, if 
they would give him thirty pieces of silver, which 
Uiey agreed to do. 

All this was known, to our Saviour, for he 
saw into all hearts; and on the ni^t when he 
and all his apostles were met together to eat 
the Passover, he told them that one of therii 
would betray him ; and as they were eating 
Jesus . took toead and wine, and blessed themi 
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«ad cammanded that after \m doath all that 
faaticTed in him as a Saviour, liquid eat bread 
and drink wine, in remembrance of hia giving 
his bodj to be broken by being nailed to the 
cross, and his blood to be shed for the salvatiiCHi 
of mankind ; and this is done by many Christiani 
at this day, and should be done by all when 
they come to a proper age. This solemn eating 
of bread and drinking wine, in remembrance of 
Christ^s death, ia called taking the Holy Sacm-* 
ment of the Lord's Supper. 



Oftr J^niour^si Agony in the Garden of 

Gethsemane. 

After Supper, Judas went out, in order to 
betray liis Load to the priests and rulers. And 
when Jesus and the other disciples had sung a 
hymn, they went forth into the Mount of OUves. 
Then Jesus said, All ye shall be offended be* 
cause of me this night. And Simon Peter said 
onto him, Loan, though all men should be of- 
fended, yet will not I ; I am ready to follow thee 
to prison and to death ; I will lay down my life 
for thy sake. Jesus answered, Wilt thou lay 
down thy Ufe for my sake ? Verily I say nnte 
thee^ The cock shall not crow till thou hast 
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denied me thrice. Peter said, Though I should 
die ivith thee, yet will I riot deny thee. Like- 
wise alsQ said all his disciples^ 

When he had spoken thesef words, Jesus went 
into a garden, in a place called Gethsemane^ 
where he continued some time in prayer; and 
here the thoughts of what he was shortly to suf- 
fer threw him into such an agony, that his sweat 
ran down like great drops of blood, yet he re- 
solved to submit willingly to these sufferings for 
the sake of mankind : and he said Father, not 
my will, but thine be done. And while he pray- 
ed, his disciples slept : and he awoke them, and 
said, What, could ye not watch with me one 
hour ? Sleep on now, and take your rest ; be- 
hold, he is at hand who shall betray me ! 



Our Saviour betrayed by Judas IscarioU 
The traitor Judas knew where to find Jesus : 
so having received a l^and of men and officers 
from the chief priests, they came with lanterns, 
and torches, and weapons. And Judas said, 
Whomsoever I shall kiss, the same is he ; take 
him and bind him fast. And Judas went be- 
fore them, and drew nigh unto Jesus to kiss 
him. But Jesus said unto him, Judas betrayest 
thou the Son of Man with a kiss ? Jesus there- 
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fore, knowing all things that should cojfne upon 
him, went forth and said unto them, Whom seek 
ye? They answered him, J£sus of Nazareth, 
Jesus said unto them, I am He. And Judas 
also, which betrayed him, stood with them. 

As soon, then, as he had said unto them, / 
am He, they went backward and fell to the 
ground. Then asked he them again, Whom 
seek ye? And they said, Jesus of Nazareth. 
Jesus, said, I have told you that I am He : if, 
therefore, ye seek me, let these, meaning his 
disciples, go away. 

Then Jesus deUvered himself into their hands ; 
and tliey bound him, and led him away to Caia- 
phas, the high priest. And the chief priests 
hired false witnesses against Jesus ; but they 
could prove no crime against him. Then the 
scribes and rulers asked him, xArt thou the Christ ? 
Art thou the Son of God ? And he said unto 
them. Ye say that I am. Then the high priest 
said, He hath spoken blasphemy ; and they cried 
out. He is deserving of death. And the men 
who held Jesus mocked him, and spat in his 
face, and buffetted him ; and others smote him 
with the palms of their hands. 

While Jesus suffered these things, Simon Peter 
followed him; but, when he was questioned 
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whether bt wad one of the ^kctj^es of J£8U99 fae 
denied faim ; and when Peter had denied his 
Lord the third time, the cock crowed: and 
lESt^s looked on him, and Peter remembered the 
words that Jssud had said unto him ; Before the 
^ock crow, thou shalt deny me thrice : and he 
went out and wept bitterly ; for he loved lis 
ttord, though he had in his fear denied him. 



Vur Satiour crowned ioith Thorns. 

As the Jewish Rulers could not put any one 
io death, unless he was condemned by the Ro- 
mans, they sent Jesi5S to Pontius Pilate, the Ro- 
man Governor, under pretence that he had set 
himself up as King of the Jews, against the au- 
thority of the emperor. Then Pilate examined 
Christ, saying, Art thou a King ? Christ re* 
plied, Thou sayest that I am ; — ^my kingdom is 
not of this world : and to all Pilate's questions 
which he chose to answer, our Lord made mch, 
answers, that Pilate told the Jews he could find 
no feult in him ; yet this wicked judge, to please 
the lews, sent Jicstjs to King Herod ; and on the 
thief Priests accusing him violently, as wantitig 
to be king of the Jews in his stead, Uerod 
dressed him, by way of derision, in a scarlet 
f<^, and sent him back to Pilate, who oi^ee 
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more told the Jews he coald find no; cause fol 
condemning Christ ; but they all cried out| 
Crucify him ! Crucify him ! At length Pilate, tq 
please the Jews, though he knew that CH.Ri&t 
was innocent, commanded him to be scourg-^ 
ed ; and the soldiers who scourged him platted a 
crown of thorns and put it on hi^ head, an^ 
they put a reed in h^ right h^nd ; and they 
put on him a purple robe, and bowed the knee 
before him, mocking him, and saying, Hail, King 
of the Jews ! Then Pilate brought Jesus forth^ 
wearing the crown of thorns and the purpla 
robe, and said to the Jews, I am innocent of the 
l^lood of this just man, see ye to it. And they 
said. His blood be upon us and on our children !^ 
So Pilate, willing to content them , gave sentence 
that it should be as they desired,* and delivere4 
.^ssus to be crucified. 



Our Saviour^s Cruoijmon. 

Jesjds, bearing his cross, went forth inta a 

place called Golgotha, or the place of a sku& 

And they obUged one SimcMi, a poor African^ 

whom they chanced to meet, to help him to 

^uny it ; and there followed a great company- 

of pec^le, and of women, who bewailed him« 

And Jfi&us said, Daughters oi Jerusalem^ weep 

p2 
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hot for me, but weep for yourselves and for 
your children. And there were also two thieves 
led with him to be put to death. Thus did the 
wicked Jews treat the Saviour who came to 
bring Salvation to mankind ! 

And when they were come unto Golgotha, 
on Mount Calvary, they stretched Jesus on the 
cross, nailing him to it by his hands and feet, 
and they raised up the cross as he hung on it. 
Then Jesus said, Father, forgive them, for they 
know not what they do ! And they crucified the 
two thieves also, one on his right hand, and 
the other on his left. Then the soldiers parted 
his garments among them, and sat down to 
watch him there. 

And Pilate had caused to be written up at 
the top of the cross. This is Jesus the Kino 
OF the Jews. And many of the Jews who 
passed by reviled him, saying. If thou be the 
Son of God, come down from the cross. And 
tiiie chief priests and scribes mocked him, say- 
ing. He saved others, himself he cannot save ; 
if he be the King of Israel, let him now come 
down from the cross, and we will believe him. 
But though Jesus suffered the greatest agonies, 
and was able to do all that the chief priests and 
others pretended to require of him, yet would 
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he not come down from the cross, for he had 
resolved to endure the pangs of death for the 
salvation of mankinds 

Now, for three hours there was darkness over 
the* land. At length Jesus cried with a loud 
voice, Father, into thy hands I commend my 
spirit ; and he bowed his head and expired. 
And behold, the earth did quake, and the rocks 
rent. And when the Roman officer, who stood 
over against him, observed these things, he said. 
Truly, this man was the Son of God. There 
were also many looking on ; and amongst them 
was Mary the mother of Jesus, and Mary Mag- 
dalen, and his beloved disciple John, who, at our 
Lord's desire, after his death, took the mother 
of Jesus home to his own house, to cherish and 
to comfort her ; and she continued to hve with 
him to the day of her death. 



The Sealing of the Sepulchre. 

At the time of the crucifixion, the Jews were 
preparing for a solemn festival ; therefore they 
begged that the legs of those who were crucified 
might be broken, in order to hasten their death, 
that they might not remain on the crosses on 
the feast day ; and the soldiers did so to the 
lliieves; but when they came to Jesus, and 
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found that he was already deiad, instead of 
breaking his legs, one of the soldiers ran a spear 
into his side, and there flowed out blood and 
water. After this, Jesus was taken down from 
the cross ; and Joseph of Arima&ea, a tidk 
man, came and begged his body ; and he, ami 
Nicodemus, the Jewish ruler, who formeriy 
came to Jesus by night, wrapped it up in linen, 
with ^ices, according to the custom of the 
Jews, and laid it in a new sepulchre or tomb, 
hewn out of a rock, which was in a garden, 
and they rolled a great stone to the door of 
the sepulchre. And the high priests and rulers, 
with the consent of Pilate, sealed the sepulchre, 
under pretence that his disciples would steal 
the body of Jesus, and say that he was risen 
irom the dead ; and a guard of soldiers also 
was set to watch the sepulchre. 



7%e Resurrection of our Sammr. 

Awi> behold, early in the morning, on the 
first day of the week, there waS an earthquake ;^ 
for an angel of the Lord descended from 
beaven, and rolled back the stone from the 
•epulchre, and sat upon it. His countenance 
was like lightning, and his raiment white a» 
iiiQW ; and for fear of him, tfaoee who watched 
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Ihe sepulchre did disdte, and were as dead men ; 
ludd Jfisus rose from the dead, and came forth^ 
but no man saw him rise. Then came Mary 
the mother of James, and other women, to the 
eepulchre, desiring to anoint the body of Jesus : 
and Ihey said among themselves, Who shall roll 
away the stone for us ? for it was very great ; 
and they beheld, and lo, it was rolled away. 

When Mary Magdalen saw that the stone was 
removed, she went to Peter and John, and said^ 
They have taken away the Lord, and we know 
&0t where they have laid him : and some of 
the women entering the sepulchre, saw not th^ 
body of Jesus ; and as they were perplexed, two 
angels stood by them in shining garments ; and 
as they were afraid, one of them said, Fear not, for 
I know that ye seek Jesus, who was crucified ; 
he is not here, for he is risen from the dead. 

After this, Jesus himself appeared to Mary and 
the other *women, who went and told his apostles; 
but they did not believe it could be true, tm 
they themselves saw their Lord alive again. 



Our Lard shxnmng to Thomas his Hands and 

his Side* 

In the evening of the same day on which our 
XmOEP rose from the dead, he came into ^ 
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room where his apostles were assembled, and said 
unto them, Peace be unto you ; and he showed 
them his hands and his side, which had beeo 
pierced with the nails and the spear : then his 
apostles were glad when they had seen the Lord. 

But Thomas, one of tlie twelve, was not with 
them when Jesus came ; and when the others 
told him they had seen the Lord, Thomas said, 
Except 1 see in his hands the print of the 
nails, and put my hand to his side, 1 will not 
believe. 

Eight days after, his disciples being assembled 
together again, and Thomas with them, Jesus 
came and stood in the midst of them, and said 
Peace be unto you. Then said he to, Thomas, 
Reach hither thy finger, and behold my hand; 
and reach hither thy hand, and feel my side ; 
and be not faithless, but believing. And Thomas 
said iinto him. My Lord ! and my God ! Jesus 
said unto him. Because thou hast seen me thou 
hast believed ; blessed are they who have not 
seen, and yet have believed. 



Our Saviour^s Ascension into Heaven. 
Then the eleven apostles went away into 
Galilee unto a mountain, where. Jesus bad ap- 
pointed them, and he was seen • of above five 
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hundred of his disciples at once : and he showed 
himself on earth during forty days to his apostles, 
and conversed with them of things relating to 
Ae kingdom of heaven. 

And it came to pass, that his apostles being 
assembled together, Jesus led them out as far 
as Bethany, and commanded them not to de- 
part from Jerusalem, but to wait in that holy 
city for the coming of the Holy Ghost, with 
which he said they would be baptized in a few 
days. And he commanded his apostles, after 
they should have received the Holy Ghost, to 
go out into all nations, and baptize, in the name 
of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, 
such persons as would repent of their sins, and 
believe the Gospel. 

And when he had spoken these things, Jesus 
lifted up his hands and blessed them. And it 
came to pass, that while he blessed them, they 
beheld, and he was parted from them, and was 
taken up, and a cloud received him out of their 
sight ; and he was received into heaven, and sat 
at the right hand of God. 

And while the apostles looked stedfastly to- 
wards heaven, two angels stood by them, and 
said, Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye thus 
gazing up into heaven ? The same Jesus who id 
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now taken awiiy» Aall so come in like maimw m 
ye have seen him go intx) heaven. 

And the disciples worshipped the Loan, and 
returned to Jerusalem with great joy. And o& 
the day of Pentecost, a great feast of the Jews, 
when all the apostles and disciples were assembled 
together in one place to keep it, the H01.Y Gnosf 
descended upon them, as the Lorp had promise 
ed ; and from that time, those who were appoints 
ed to preach the Gospel had power to speak aH 
kinds of languages, so as to be understood bjr 
people of every nation under heaven, and they 
were filled with wisdom bv the Holy Ghost. 

After this, Peter and the other apostles preach-* 
ed the Gospel^ and great numbers were converted 
every where. 



The Lame Man cured by Peter and John. 

Before our Saviour ascended up into heaven, 
he told his apostles that he would endue them 
with power to work miracles, in his name ; and 
it came to pass, soon after the apostles began 
to preach the Gospel, that Peter and John went 
together to the temple at Jerusalem at the time 
of prayer; and a certain man, lame from his 
birth, aat daily in the Beautiful gate of the tem^ 
pie to ask alms. And he begged of Peter and 
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,fobn ; aad Peter, looking earaestiy on hio), eai4i 
Look on us : and he gave heed to them, expeqt^ 
ing an alms. Then Peter said, Silver and gol4 
have 1 non.e ; but what I have, give I unto theo# 
^Qr tlte name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth^ 
^arise and walk. And he took the lame maqt 
Jby the right hand, and immediately he receiveiji 
4itrength, and leaped and walked, ^nd went intp 
the temple, praising God, who had given such 
j)ower unto men ; and the man was about fort^ 
jrears old. And all the people were amazed, and 
•ran together to look at Peter and John. 
. Then Peter told them, they had not don^ 
thi9 miracle by their own power, but througl^ 
faith in tlie name of Christ, whom the chief 
priests, had crucified, and God had raised to life. 
When the chief priests heard that Peter and 
John taught in the Temple, and converted many, 
they were displeased, and caused them to b« 
brought before them i: but Peter declared 4ie and 
John were resolved to preach the Gospel, though 
they were severely threatened by the chief 
priests and rulers, who for fear of the people 
let them go. " 

7^he Death of Ananias and Saj^hird. 

As the disciples of Christ could not live ia 

peace amongst either the Jews or the Geatiles> 

a 
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those who had lands or houses, sold them and 
brought the money to the apostles, to be put all 
together as one purse, out of which whatever 
was wanted for every one was bought. 

' But a man named Ananias, and Sapphira his 
wife, having sold land, brought part of the 
money only to the apostles, and kept back the 
rest. This was made known to St. Pejter by 
the Holy Ghost, and Peter said unto Ananias, 
\Vhy hast thou conceived this thing in thine 
heart ? Thou hast not lied to men, but to God. 
And Ananias, on hearing these words, , fell 
down, and died, being struck dead by the judg- 
ement of the Lord. And those who heard of 
this thing were greatly afraid. 

Then Ananias was carried out, «nnd buried. 
And about four hours afterwards, his wife Sap- 
phira, not knowing what had happened, came in. 
And Peter said unto her, How is it that ye 
have agreed togetlier to tempt the Spirit of 
THE Lord ? Behold, the feet of them who have 
buried thy husband are at the door, and shall 
carry thee out. Then Sapphira also fell down 
dead. And the young men who had buried 
Ananias, came in and found her dead ; and 
(carrying her forth, they buried her by * her 
^iiusband. 
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St. Stephen stoned to Death. 

As the apostles had not time to divide the money 
that was collected, they appointed certain persons, 
called deacons, to do it. The name of .one of 
tliese deacons was Stephen ; he was a very good 
man, a preacher of the Gospel, and had wrought 
manv miracles in the name of Jesus Christ. 
Some of the Jewish teachers disputed with Ste- 
phen that Jesus was not the Christ ; and they 
hired false witnesses, who accused him of speak-* 
ing against the Law of Moses. When Stephen 
was brought before the council, and accused of 
these things, he was not afraid, but told the rulers 
plainly, that they were the people who had brokea^ 
the Law of Moses, and that they had provoked 
the Almighty by putting the Messiah to death. . 
. When the rulers heard these things, they 
were so enraged with Stephen, that they con^ 
demned him to be stoned to death as a blasphb-* 
mer ; and they cast him out of the city, and 
cried out with a loud voice, and ran upon him 
with fury. And they stoned Stephen, who, 
while they stoned him, called upon God, and 
cried, Lord Jesus, receive my spirit ! And he 
kneeled down and cried with a loud voice, O 
Lord! lay not this sin to their charge : and when 
ke had said this, he yielded up his soul and died. ^ 
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Tke Conversion (f Saul, afterwards called Saint 

Paul. 

Amongst those who consented to St. Stephen*» 
t>ei9g stoned to death, was a young man named 
^aul) who had been brought up among the 
fhari^ed, from^ whom he had learnt to hate 
CHRiST, as an enemy to the Law of Moses ; and 
the .high . priests and rulers fixed upon him aa 
Z prQper person to be employed against the fol^ 
Ic>weiB of Christ ; and so zealous was Saul iq 
this bad cause., that he searched for them every 
lehere, both men and women, and had them com- 
ipitted to prison. 

At length, knowing that the Gospel was preach- 
ed at Damascus, Saul desired that he might be 
sent thither by the high priest, to bring to Jerur 
salem as many prisoners as he could secure. 
But Qur Lord knew Saul's heart, and that in 
what he did, he meant to do service to the true 
religion ; therefore the Lord resolved to con- 
vert him, and take him for an Apostle. So, as 
Saul was drawing near to Damascus, the Lord 
caused a great light to shine from heaven, which 
struck him with blindness ; and he heard a voice 
fiom heaven, saying, Saul ! Saul ! why perse- 
cutest thou me ? And he said, Who art thou» 
{jQAD ? And the Lord said, I am Jesus, whom 
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thou persecutest. And Saul saidj Lord, what 
wUt thou have me to do ? And the Lord said. 
Go to Damascus, and it shall be told thee what 
ihou shalt do. 

Tlien Paul was led to Damascus, and wheA 
he had been without sight three days, the Lord 
sent a good man, named Ananias, to him, who put 
his hands upon him, and said. Brother Saul, the 
Lord Jesus hath sent me . to thee that thoii 
tnightest receive thy sight, and be filled with thd 
Holy Ghost. And immediately Saul received 
his sight, and was baptized, and filled with Ad 
Holy Ghost, like the other Apostles. 

A few days after, this same Saul, who went 
to Damascus to persecute the disciples, preached 
the Gospel there himself; and frotn that timer 
was ready to endure any persecutions for the 
sake of Christ. 



An Angel appearing to Cornelius^ a Rothafi 

Centurion* 

There was a certain man in Cesarea, named 
Cornelius, an officer in the Roman army, wfao^ 
though he was a Gentile, was very pious and 
charitable. To this good man the Lord sent 
an angel, who appeared unto liim, and saidi 
Cornelius ! And when Cornelius saw. the angel he 

Q 2 
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was afraid, and said, What is it, Lord ? And tlie 
angel said, Thy prayers and thine alms are conie 
up for a memorial before God. Now sendmea 
to Joppa for one Simon, whose surname is Peter, 
and he shall tell thee what thou oughtest to do: - 
So Cornelius sent two of his household ser- 
vants, and a devout sddier, that waited upon him, 
and they found Peter, who, having been com- 
manded by the Lord to go with the men when 
they should arrive, did so, and preached the 
Gospel to Cornelius, and his friends who were 
aa^embled together to hear it from him ; after 
which they were all baptized, and became good 
Christians. 



Elymas the Sorcerer struck imth blindness. 

After his conversion, Paul travelled about to 
distant places, and preached the Gospel wher- 
ever he went, and converted great numbers of 
people. When he was at Paphos with Barna- 
bas, the Governor of the country, Paulus Ser- 
gius, sent for them, and desired to hear the 
word of God ; but Elymas the sorcerer, a wicked 
inan of that country, when Saul and Barnabas 
arrived, spoke against the truth, and tried to 
turn the Governor away from it. But Paul 
ref)roved Elymas severely, and said unto himi 



Behold, DOW, the hand of the Lord is uftoa 
thee, and thou shalt be blind, not seeing the 
imn, for a season. And immediately there fell 
Am him a mist and a darkness ; and he went 
about seeking some to lead him by the hand. 
Then Paulus Sergius, -when he saw tliis miracle, 
believed the doctrine of the apostles, and be- 
came a Christian. 



&. Peter delivered out of Prison by an Angela 

Herod, the nephew of him who caused John 
the Baptist to be beheaded, in order to please 
the Jews, condemned James, the brother of 
John, to be slain with the sword; after which, 
$o please the Jews still farther, Herod had Petex 
thrown into prison, and loaded with chains, 
where he designed to keep him for a time, and 
then bring him forth to the people, who would 
have put him to death. But on the very night 
that Herod intended to bring him forth, as Peter 
was sleeping between two soldiers, bound with 
two chains, and the prison door guarded by the 
keepers, behold, the angel of the Lord came 
unto Peter, and a Ught shined in the prison^ 
and the angel said unto Peter, Arise up quickly, 
cast thy garment about thee, and follow me : 
and his chains fell off his hands ; and the angel 
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doiiducted Mm to the outward iron gate of the 
^rBon, which immediately opened, and they 
went out So Peter was delivered from Herod 
tod from the Jews. And he went about preadi* 
ing the Gospel, and making many converts, 
lliongh he was cruelly persecuted : at length 
he was put to death by the enemies of Ghrisfe 



Paul before Felix and Drusilla. 

' The apostle Paul travelled from place lb 
f>lace, preaching the Gospel, and wherever he 
^id so, he converted great numbers ; but he Was 
cruelly persecuted by the Jews, and was mknj 
•times in danger of being killed by them ; yet he 
1^1 resolved to do his duty, for he feared GO0 
Sadler than man. At length, some wicked Jew* 
formed a conspiracy against him, and bound 
themselves by an oath, that they would neither 
eat nbr drink till they had killed Paul, llie 
febpostle was at that time in prison, but the thing 
was made known to the icaptain of the guard; 
^nd in order to save Paul, he sent him away 
4n the night to Cesarea. Five dajrs after his 
arrival, the apostle was summoned before Felix 
the Roman Governor, whose wife Drusilla was * 
Jewess. Felix having heard PauPs defence be^ 
fol^e the judgment seat, and being desirous of 



189 

knowing more of his doctrine, sent for liim, that 
he and bis wife Dnisiila might hear him preach the 
Gospel : Paul, therefore, knowing that they were 
wicked people, preached to them conceminy 
xighteousness, temperance, and a judgment to 
eome. And Felix trembled, being afraid foe 
himself, yet he did not become a Christian; 
After this, Paul was sent to Rome, where hd 
tontinued a prisoner in his own house for two 
years, after which he was put to death by com^ 
mand of the Roman emperor, Nero ; and he died 
rejoicing that he was found worthy to suffep 
death for the sake of that blessed Redeemer, 
whose religion he at first so furiously opposed. 



Having gone through these short Lessons, you 
shall begin to read some longer ones taken out 
of the Bible, in which you will find the stories 
you have already read, and many others which. 
were written by Holy Men, inspired of Goi>, 
to instruct mankind in those things which are 
proper and needful for them to learn, in order to 
know how to do their duty in this world so as 
to obtain, through the mercy and goodness of 
Gqp, in Christ JESua^ an eternal inheritance 
in the kingdom of heaven^ 
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THE TEN COMMANDMENTS. 

. 1. Thou shalt have no other gods before me. 

2< Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven imagei 
or any likeness of antj thing that is in heaven above, or 
that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under 
the earth. Thou shalt not bow down thyself to them, nor 
lierve them : for I the Lord thy God mn a jealous God^ 
visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children unto 
the third and fourth generation of them that hate me : 
imd showing mercy unto thousands of them that love me, 
and keep my commandments. 

3. Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord thy Goo 
ia vain : for the Lord will not hold him guiltless that 
taketh his name in vain. 

4. Remember the sabbath-day to keep it holy. Six 
days shalt thou labour, and do all thy work : but the 
seventh day is the sabbath of the Lord thy God : in it 
thou shalt not do any work, thou, nor thy son, nor thy 
daughter, thy man-servant, nor thy maid -servant, nor 
thy cattle, nor thy stranger that is within thy gates. 
For in six days the Lord made heaven and earth, the 
sea, and all that in them ?.9, and rested the seventh day ; 
wherefore the Lord blessed the seventh-day, and hallowed it. 

• 5. Honour thy father and thy mother : that thy days may 
be long upon the land which the Lord thy God giveth thee»<> 

6. Thou shalt not kill. 

7. Thou shalt not commit adultery. 

8. Thou shalt not steal. 

9. Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy neighbour. 

10. Thou shalt not covet thy neighbours house, thou 
shalt not covet thy neighbour's wife, nor his man-servant, 
nor his maid-servant, nor his ox, nor his ass, nor any 
thing that is thy neighbour s. 



